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Tomlinson Remarque 


Tomlinson, The Trumpet Shall Sound 
Random House. Apr. 239p. $3.50. 


Though seems only yesterday, many years ago 
since first read The Sea and The Jungle and came 
under the spell the luminous prose Henry Major 
Tomlinson. Since that time, have eagerly read, and 
without disappointment, all his books; and The Sea 
and The Jungle many times. Besides being man who 
writes style find congenial, Mr. Tomlinson 
congenial also for his tastes and his philosophy; and 
his novels are rather delightful conversations starred 
with anecdotal episodes and leisurely meditations 
the perplexities living, the vagaries men’s motives, 
than plotted inventions. His latest novel not, there- 
fore, disappointment; but welcome visit from 
friend who has been too long absent, whose memory 
has been kept green rereading his letters. The 
Trumpet Shall Sound rather reflection the state 
the world, the end old order which had dig- 
nity and charm and grace, well intelligence and 
purpose. more than reflection; rueful lament 
for the passing things, mourning for the mortality 
man. But not despairing cynical. The sad- 
ness brightened hope and understanding and 
resignation Will beyond comprehension accepted 


faith. 


Reduced its ashes, all the fire burned out and 
the warm light dissipated, this novel tells how White 
Stacks, the house Sir Anthony Gale country 
suburb London was reduced rubble 
bomb the summer 1944. Lady Gale and her 
brother, Nicholas Tregarthen died the ruin. Young 
Stephen Gale was injured. His sister, Lucy, 
father, Sir Anthony survived the explosion, too. But 
Sir Anthony dies after returning from visit the 
beaches Normandy,—he was the Ministry State, 
wanders grief-stricken along the shore and 
sheltered old farmer and his wife, whose son 
died the debacle Dunkirk. Stephen and Lucy 
are reunited and are left face the new order, after 
bidding farewell sailor McLuckie, who has some- 
thing mystery the Ancient Mariner about him 
and tells his own tale and that old captain who 
took paddlewheel boat safely the Rio d’Oro and 
died there, knowing only that had done what all 
his old cronies had said could not done. 


Doctor Pickles, well over sixty and chief surgeon 
the Bewley Hospital, long-time friend Uncle 
Nick Tregarthen who sums the theme this choice 
book: 


“What the Gales meant, what that household was English 
life, that has gone. must say so. dis- 
trust people unlike ourselves. All one mind feels 
safer than freedom. This the day everybody, one sort 
life, and the Gales and Nicholas are done. There 
nothing new the loss old friend. What new 
the extinction quality the body English life. Such 
house theirs, with its own spirit, its own promptings. 
was those characters who brought about the common 
temper which gave this country name with 
They were the sort people who hammered out notions 
government for everybody, and the sparks flew about. Took 
hold, too. Don’t you know, they caught light the various 
great revolutions elsewhere. France and America. This land 
was the anvil. The law what they made it. They wrote 
the best have our bookshelves. They turned the 


Scriptures into pages that could read cottages, and 
gave way speech. They began the State, and shaped 


Ghost. That comes. 


Best SELLERS 


it. They ran it. Got rid kings who would not fit in. The 

pith and marrow those families our tradition. They 

led war, and this war ends them. Their day over.” 
And when Stephen and Lucy, paying last visit the 
garden their old home finds everything weed-grown, 
hardly longer recognizable, Lucy can remind her an- 
guished brother: there was another garden, worse 
for the man who was than this for us. Yet was 
not the end. was the But I’m always 
sure one thing. It’s what we’ve heard called the 
can’t tell you any more, 
keeps quiet.” 


Tomlinson proves again that has done some 
the best writing English this century. suspect 
later generations will say did the best writing 


these our times. 
Grady, S.J. 


Remarque, Erich Maria The Black Obelisk 
Harcourt, Brace. 434p. $4.50. 


take the title the most famous Edward Gib- 
bon’s works, apply it, Lucas did, the roman- 
tic tradition, and then ask Silas Wegg’s question: “Shall 
decline and fall?” the answer get from Erich 
Maria Remarque must resounding yes. Mr. Re- 
marque’s latest book example how romanticism 
apt declining and falling. Coming from 
this experienced practitioner the novelist’s art the 
book bound show some skill and awaken some 
interest; but arouse interest makes use old 
romantic subterfuge and exhibits freely the bizarre and 
the aberrant; and much its skill dissipated some 
perfectly appalling philosophizing. 


Mr. Remarque’s theme promising enough—the sad- 
ness, the desolation, and the rather desperate heroics 
anomalously youthful war veteran Germany 
after the first world war. was strange time, when 
money, its wild inflation, helped create atmos- 
phere Mr. Remarque might have fol- 
lowed the destitute Ludwig Bodmer through love affairs 
and fantastic financial deals, and might have given 
heartrending picture sensitive youth grips 
with terribly sad reality. Instead, has filled his 
book with outlandish people and bizarre happenings. 
Like the Elizabethan playwrights who found that mur- 
der gripped audience’s attention and therefore were 
hard put invent ever new and startling methods 
killing, novelists today who renounce, are in- 
capable of, classical exploration real characters and 
real events must seek always for variations the two 
popular themes the day: startling eccentricity, 
character and situation, and sexual indulgence. Mr. 
Remarque, like others before him, exploits both themes, 
sometimes singly, sometimes combination. offers 
not only simple exhibitionist who parades naked 
full view the neighbors but also beautiful mad girl 
who has penchant for undressing; follows the 
convention accepting the bordello common 
feature the ordinary man’s life, must give 
interest making the locale for the playing 
tical jokes; one the charming females his story 
acrobat, another dainty girl who has trick 


scaring people roaring like sergeant major. 


Adultery and fornication are the ordinary way life 
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and everything possible done make the circum- 
stances ludicrous; marriage happens, but infre- 
quent and unattractive. When loss for 
ridiculous turn, Mr. Remarque can always back 
his central situation—Ludwig salesman for small 
tombstone factory, position which opens his view 
wealth macabre absurdity. 

Out all this comes unreality. not the really 
pleasant unreality that often hangs over recent past 
from which are cut off cataclysm, but the un- 
reality formlessness, lifelessness. Caricature can 
delightful comic relief; world caricature 
unpleasant, and can made habitable only 
genius like Wodehouse. 

Yet, had stayed concrete detail, however sordid 
and freakish, Mr. Remarque might have succeeded 
evoking the tragic atmosphere impoverished Ger- 
many; but dissipates his best effects the philo- 
sophic ruminations his hero. Ludwig’s dialectic can 
classified better than puerile, despite the fact 
that Mr. Remarque gives him for opponent one 
the traditional straw men fiction, narrow-minded, 
cocksure priest. “The romantic quest for death” 
cliché, but applicable here, though Ludwig the 
quest sublimated into search for the death 
reason. finds the best expression reality the 
wild utterances the beautiful schizophrenic who 
goes quickly from what meant the height 
speculation what all too patently the depth 
obscenity. His quest seems insincere, 
shallow and contrived even young man; pre-- 
posterous that his speculations should given signifi- 
cance mature writer. There are many real ques- 
tions asked but Ludwig’s fanciful development 
them seems artificial and unworthy consideration. 


The year 1923 was sombre one for Germany; was 
the year the beer-hall Putsch, the year when inflation 
reached the exploding point. Mr. Remarque recalls 
these things, but should have and could have writ- 
ten better book about them. 


William Hill, S.J. 


Macaulay, Rose The Towers Trebizond 
Farrar. Mar. 28,1957. 277p. $3.75. 


Three natives England set out together trip 
Turkey. Father Chantry-Pigg intends convert the 
Moslems Anglicanism; Mrs. ffoulkes-Corbett, called 
Aunt Dot for short, eager free the women the 
Orient from the restraints which ancient customs still 
impose them; and her niece, Laurie, make 
drawings for the travel-book Aunt Dot plans write. 


They meet with number humorous incidents, due 
mostly their ignorance the Turkish language, and 
the fact that they are suspected being spies. But 
they soon realize how difficult win over the 
followers the Prophet, and raise the social stand- 
ard women. Suddenly Father Chantry-Pigg and 
Aunt Dot disappear, and the incident invested 
certain English with all the elements 
melodrama, romance, and international intrigue. 
turns out, both wanted see conditions Russia, 
begged for asylum, finally grew weary the constant 
surveillance and interviews with the Communist 


Macaulay Binns 


police, and eventually returned England, chastened 
but unharmed. 

This novel Rose Macaulay, who not too well 
known this side the Atlantic, beautifully writ- 
ten. contains some magnificient descriptions the 
places visited, particularly Trebizond, where Xeno- 
phon’s soldiers celebrated their successful retreat 
getting drunk honey, and which was the capital 
the Comneni empire from 1204 1462. 

Our principal adverse criticism the author’s attitude 
toward religion which she discusses number 
places. She wonders whether the Evangelists made 
mistakes their Gospel, and where St. Paul ever got 
his idea original sin; uncertain whether Adam and 
Eve were real allegorial persons, and whether there 
life after death; ridicules the Catholic Church’s 
claim possess the fullness doctrinal trtuh; shows 
total unawareness the issues stake the heresies 
the flippant way she refers them; charges St. 
Augustine with foisting predestination the Church; 
and condemns devotion the Sacred Heart 
aberration the religion Christ, though nowhere 
does she state explicitly just what kind religion 
supposed have established, and what actu- 


ally meant 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


The Headwaters 
280p. $3.95. 


Binns, Archie 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Apr. 15, 1957. 


The jacket blurb promises: 


The first settlers the beautiful but rugged Puget Sound 
country and the islands its inland sea came from many 
lands, sometimes alone and forget the past 
this new world. was with Tom Wells and Emily 
Barton, fugitives from paradise earth, driven love 
seek another 


The story however, that Tom Wells and 
Emily Barton were fugitives from their respective mar- 
riages. Tom deserted lay missionary and Emily for- 
sook mysterious importer. course, Emily did not 
know her husband was importing opium until she had 
irrevocably succumbed Tom’s charms. Emily and 
Tom, the blurb continues, “discover friends, build their 
home, begin make decent livelihood and find 
create happiness their wilderness This they 
without any remorse, for they know that God under- 
stands. With such comforting feeling and with such 
extraordinary intimacy with God which usually 
denied ordinary mortals, for them “is born enduring 
beauty, steady and balanced view life that promises 
peace and long future themselves and their coun- 
try...” least that the way the publicity person 
who wrote this glowing blurb, concludes. The blurb 
should have added, extend the happy note, that 
Emily and Tom are eventually married, for her husband 
has conveniently died and Tom’s wife has accomo- 
datingly divorced him. 

The narrative itself trite, particularly whenever the 
author indulges folksy humor. The tone the 
author toward the bond matrimony exceptionally 
irritating, this sort reasoning reveals: 


squared his conscience with the knowledge that did 
well her legal husband. Now saw that that 
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was not enough. When they weren’t married had the 
extra obligation seeing that they were more married than 
the others. 
other words, this novel muted glorification 
adultery. Need anything else said? 


Brendan Larnen, O.P. 


Trevor, Elleston Gale Force 


Macmillan. Apr. 246p. $3.50. 

The Atlantic Whipper, 6000 ton British cargo 
freighter, nearing the end her Atlantic run (from 
South America England) overtaken fierce 
gale 200 miles off Land’s End. With crew forty, 
ten passengers, and cargo shifting grain, the ship 
flounders the mountainous waves the Captain 
attempts bring about into the wind. forward 
hatch suddenly stove in. With the grain beginning 
swell only matter time before the plates 
open the inrush the sea. The from Captain 
Harkness enlists the sympathy all England the 
struggle his dying ship. 

When all passengers and hands are safe rescue and 
wires “Have abandoned ship, except master” all 
England keps fearful watch for the Captain waiting 
his lonely bridge, still hoping bring his ship before 
the lashing waves engulf it. 


Elleston Trevor tells exciting story; page after page 
the suspense creates holds interest. This true even 
when the characters interrupt, reveal themselves 
under stress, long enough identify themselves in- 


dividuals before being absorbed again into the storm. 
The whole story action packed and neither Captain 
nor characters disturb, except briefly, the splendid de- 
scription the storm and the struggle the battered 


ship within it. That action told too tremendously 
for anything else absorbed. The writing may, 
however, remind you Conrad, even the story may 
remind Captain Carlsen. 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


Hartog, Jan The Spiral Road 
Harper. Apr. 465p. $4.95. 

Perhaps each reader will evaluate this book differently. 
Most readers will probably agree that longer than 
necessary. Much the material the form the 
so-called “stream consciousness.” this reviewer, 
that form expression irritating and childish; 
others, may possibly the acme fine writing. 
Many readers, including this reviewer, believe that 
novel, like man’s life, should follow the chronological 
order. Other readers approve complete disregard 
chronology novel. times, the sequence 
events this novel not easy follow. 


Jan Hartog, Dutch writer, has already had four 
books published this country and has had two plays 
produced. Possibly, had read one his earlier 
books, might more enthusiastic about this one, the 
story young Dutch physician the Dutch East 
Indies. Dr. Anton Zordrager’s medical education was 
attained with the understanding that was spend 
ten years government physician the Duth East 


Best 


Indies upon completing his studies medicine. Upon 
arriving Batavia, the young doctor was once assign- 
help Dr. Brits-Jansen, who was fighting out- 
break bubonic plague Rauwatta, remote outpost 
the jungle. Thus begins the story the relationship 
the two doctors, account which occupies much 
the book. The fact that Dr. Brits-Jansen had helped 
Bert, girl Anton’s class, finish her studies, was 
additional bond between the two men, because the 
relationship between Bert and Anton was very 
was not quite close enough for marriage, though, be- 
cause that was the link between Anton and Els, daugh- 
ter the professor with whose family lived while 
studying medicine. 

Anton was also destined meet Captain Waterreus 
the Salvation Army and the latter’s wife, Betsy, the 
parents Bert. Captain Watterreus and his wife had 
lived disreputably Amsterdam; now they were aton- 
ing for conducting home for lepers the Dutch 
East Indies. Evidently the author has lived the 
locale the story, because his descriptions the areas 
concerned and the natives involved seem very con- 
vincing. 

follow the marriage Anton and Els until Els 
returns Holland give birth son. Their rela- 
tionship, which left much desired, was evidently 
strained the jealousy that Els entertained for Bert, 
whose only interest Anton seemed prompted 
the fact that both were interested medical prob- 
lems. read about difficult medical treatments for 
unusual diseases, almost impossible operations under 
unfavorable conditions, the opposition the local 
medicine men the Dutch doctors, and the effects 
the tropics upon white men and women. The great 
spiritual struggle Anton Zordragger finally culmi- 
nates victoriously, but the struggle was long and bitter. 
Not intended for high school libraries, this book will 
certainly not finished even all the adults who 


begin read it. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Roberts, Mary-Carter Little Brother Fate 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Apr. 250p. $3.75. 
According the dust jacket the book, Little Brother 
Fate “novel based the three greatest American 
murder cases the twenties.” disagree. don’t 
lieve that any reasonable extension its definition, 
“novel” can made cover whatever that this 
book is. But not novel. novelist, think, has 
greater obligations than merely put many pages 
print between covers. First all, should 
have some unity. Taking three separate and unrelated 
stories crimes and interweaving them simply 
alternating chapters does not give book this unity. 
Neither believe that the author publisher would 
justified calling this three novels, although this 
would closer the truth: least there are three 
stories here. 

Mary-Carter Roberts has indeed taken what were prob- 
ably the three “greatest” American murder 
the twenties. (We will avoid quarrel with the use 
the word “greatest” here used.) But from the 
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little know have been able find out about these 
cases, would say that her greatest creative contribution 
transforming these facts into “novel” the chang- 
ing names. She also adopts the novelist’s approach 
and starts the beginning the stories instead jour- 
nalistically beginning with the action that made the 
news. Granting this difference, there still something 
journalistic about the writing. Facts are presented 
crisply with that kind embroidery that gives news 
items human interest and readability; lacks the kind 
development and atmosphere that could build each 
case into novel. 


The cases themselves are unrelated except few 
minor details: for example, they were related time. 
Miss Roberts pushes this: She gives our first glimpse 
all major characters they are the same day 
1915, and she continues uncover the three plots 
simultaneously. neat job juggling—chapter 
story follows chapter story even 
neater the marvelous fact that the reader willing 
take this way and never tempted destroy the 
order the book following one story The 
differences the three cases are more apparent. The 
characters come from widely varied backgrounds, they 
are motivated widely dissimilar drives. After they 
commit their individual murders, their cases are han- 
dled differently; and their punishments are not the 
same. But this Miss Roberts imposes other similari- 
ties. For instance, all the characters, Miss Roberts 
draws them, are perverted one way another. And 
they are all compelled toward their fate. Each commits 
crime that would appear the time the 
crime crime passion. Under Miss Roberts’ analy- 
sis, however, none such crime. From the moment 
meet the murderers, everything see them 
say leads inevitably their crimes, which become thus 
their predetermined destinies. 

One might inclined look the book three case 
studies, once one has adjusted the fact that defi- 
nitely not novel. But given the fact that the book 
called novel and therefore released lay audi- 
ence, one cannot support the case study supposition. 
Those who might interested the cases for their 
sociological, psychological, criminological implica- 
tions, would directly more authoritative sources. 


All things considered, would seem that Mary-Carter 
Roberts using sensationalism sell piece writing. 
The sad thing that this wouldn’t seem neces- 
sary; she writes well. The book evokes feeling 
revulsion and leaves bad taste. One might wish 
had not been written; the next best wish that 
not widely read. 
Joan Lonergan, 


Catholic University America, 
Washington, D.C. 


Lund, Robert The Odyssey Thaddeus Baxter 
Day. Apr. 10,1957. 254p. $3.50. 

Born 1854, Thaddeus Baxter was orphaned when 
fourteen and, after ten years hard work Texas 
range, had inner toughness that belied his boyish 
appearance. Disgusted with the dust and drought 
Texas, set out with his horse, Hundred Dollar, for 
Wyoming green and pleasant land favored with 


Lund Kruger Barrett 


much rain. This novel presents Thaddeus’s adven- 
tures the trail. mistaken for Billy-the-Kid; 
forced escape the clutches Circe the guise 
senorita who runs hotel Santa Fe; finds 
himself sleeping with rattlesnake and deadly 
danger from Apache war party. Mormon coun- 
try, his resolve severely tested four nubile sirens 
who insist going swimming naturel with him 
after nightfall. Resisting their blandishments with diffi- 
culty, makes convert Mormonism gay 
caballero who impressed favorably with the notion 
spreading the Gospel increasing the population; 
and also elderly Jewish trader who finds hard 
get used being called Gentile the Mormons. 
Finally, sight the promised land, Baxter held 
whole winter taking care cantankerous Irishman. 
the spring enters Wyoming and finds new friends. 


The author claims that the idea this story came 
him when, aboard ship, began daydream the 
western country and the simple life circa 
novel reads like daydream. For mature adults who 
want while away few summer hours, this tale will 
strain. 


Kruger, Rayne Ferguson 
Appleton-Century. Apr. 280p. $3.50. 
Ferguson, central figure this novel, belongs those 
lost souls who, Dante says, have lost the good the 
intellect. Having thrown his job England, 
finally drifts Tangier, presumably mecca for such 
characters. There meets Paolo, young Italian who 
had befriended him during the war and now engaged 
the export-import business, euphemism for smug- 
The head this smuggling business, Ramier, 
has wife, Justine, who “on the prowl.” She takes 
with Ferguson. now gets job, protecting the 
cargoes Ramier, whose philosophy is: woman’s 
lover tied her husband the strongest bonds— 
geography.” his first trip, Ferguson shoots and 
kills Paolo, who trying hi-jack the load. 
manipulating the evidence, Ramier forces Ferguson 
another trip, the end which supposed 
ship blown with all aboard. But Ferguson man- 
ages escape back Tangier. his way settle 
scores with Ramier, side-tracked seductive 
woman Arab dress. lifts the veil kiss her 
public street killed enraged Arab. The 
woman was Justine. 


The characters, incidents and philosophy are all un- 


savory; and, though the story well enough written, 


Barrett, Michael The Last Flowers 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Mar. 11,1957. 250p. $3.50. 

The setting for this novel somewhere south the 
border fictitious republic called Comarca. This 
land has the climate South America and the customs 
its Indian population are borrowed from the Zapo- 
tecs Mexico. the story opens, the Comarcan 
President has just been murdered the result 
cabal formed six members his council. the 
surface, these men want make Comarca more pros- 
perous changing the Indian population into indus- 
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trial workers. John Kent, English flier who, head 
the Comarcan airforce also member the coun- 
cil, first sympathetic this movement, chiefly out 
friendship for Vincente Romas, mestizo who 
one the plotters. But, Kent learns more about 
the Indians and their way life and the plotters 
become more and more ruthless pursuit their pur- 
pose, begins realize that the real motive behind 
the industrialization personal gain or, Vincente’s 
case, resentment against his Indian heritage. The novel 
swoops thrilling climax which could not with fair- 
ness revealed here, except say that the reader 
will both surprised and satisfied. 


his previous novel, The Reward, Michael Barrett 
proves master objective representation, letting his 
characters act and speak for themselves. The love 
story John Kent and the Indian maiden beautifully 
and delicately told. And Barrett shows that, even 
surrounded death, man can find hope and new 
meaning life. Adult readers should find much 
interest them this grim but hopeful story. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Wetzel, Donald 
The Rain and the Fire and the Will God 
Random House. Mar. 29,1957. 184p. $2.95. 


Mr. Wetzel’s latest novel the charming story Jack 
Haywood, fourteen-year-old, his 
Rodney Blankhard, and Jenny Holmes, girl whom 
Jack finds perfect. There nothing profound 
mentally stimulating about this novel. Instead, tells 
its story Jack’s own language, the idiomatic and dia- 
lectical diction rural Alabama. Although Jack in- 
sists “nothing ever happens here,” much does occur 
that Jack’s perceptive mind makes memorable. 


Through Jack, the reader learns the stark heat 
inland Alabama, the constant chores farming, the 
delights well the disappointments which beset 
adolescent. Through Rodney, Jack learns the great 
metropolis the North where Rodney lives, namely, 
White Plains, New York. Through the both them, 
the reader finds re-created some his own groping 
youth: the obtuseness adults, the inexplicable con- 
duct drinking uncle (Jack’s), the fatuousness 
farming uncle (Rodney’s), the refreshing thrill 
swimming hole, the serene mystery moonlit night, 
and then the sudden end the summer with school 
days looming ahead. Thus does Donald Wetzel weave 
through vivid details the customs, habits and daily 
routine few normal, simple people achieve 
narrative fabric which possesses arresting artistry. 


Humor, poignant sentiment, intelligent insight char- 
acterization are some the qualities which endear 
this tale any reader. contains sexual grossness, 
cryptic symbolism, abnormal psychology. will 
not rank with the Adventures Huckleberry Finn 
Penrod. does not have to, since enviable 


class its own. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 


Providence Rhode Island 
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Bottome, Phyllis Jane 


Vanguard. Mar. 28,1957. 304p. $3.95. 

Phyllis Bottome’s latest novel far afield from any- 
thing she has done before. the story Jane, 
young and rather appealing delinquent, who has grown 
wise the ways crime under the tutelage one 
Gentleman George. She adept pickpocket and 
meet her first London bus, where she busy 
relieving stout lady her watch while politely help- 
ing her from the bus. From there proceed 
burglary, Jane’s first field trip with George himself, 
where she caught swathed the mink coat the 
lady the house, while George scoots off, free air 
his little sports car. Thus her life crime inter- 
rupted session Remand House for wayward 
girls, from which George ultimately rescues her. But 
not before she has tasted the sweets learning and 
begun wonder if, after all, there not something 
said for the straight and narrow. She puts aside 
these disturbing thoughts, however, and goes along 
with George’s grandiose plans, which involve smug- 
gling; and, when that fails, terrifying escape over the 
London rooftops, long hideout the country, and 
finally holdup and murder. This clinches for Jane 
and she returns voluntarily the safety Ap- 
proved School. George tried, found guilty and swings 
for it. The fadeout shows Jane saying, her Eliza 
Doolittle way, once you begin get educated, 
you kinder want ter wiv it.” 


you can see, this splendid movie scenario. The 
whole book unfolds like film, from the first scene 
the London bus the final one outside the grim Prison, 
the cold morning when Jane stands waiting for the 
clock strike the hour when George hang. And 
good one would the right British hands, with 
Alec Guinness, preferably, George. Not Holly- 
wood’s clumsy clutch, where would become social 
tract, some sort harangue against juvenile delin- 
quency. 


Jane stems from its author’s long time interest psy- 
chology, (she studied with Alfred Adler), 
work during the last ten years with girls Jane’s sort. 
Miss Bottome’s credit novelist that she 
never allows psychology sociology interfere with 
her storytelling. She has drawn characters, not case 
histories, and the result entertaining novel, with 
wonderful London atmosphere. 


Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Stow, Randolph Haunted Land 
Macmillan. Mar. 253p. $3.50. 


Mix well the gloom and suspense The Spiral Stair- 
case together with the nascent horror and panic 
Rebecca, bake the whole mixture far off Australia 
and you have classic Australian gothic novel com- 
plete with the evil family estate Malin. 
Haunted Land Richard Stow’s first novel. 


From the beginning, dominant mood created 
terrifying, deterministic despair. Nature contributes 
with boiling heat torrential rains. 
pets are odd—the huge cat, unsociable; the dog snarls. 
add another dollop evil terror the tragic 
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15, 1957 


coction, the story has half-savage creature, Tommy 
Cross idiot son Mrs. Cross, the housekeeper, who 
lives secreted cage. 


The protagonist this macabre realm Andrew 
Maguire. His wife Elizabeth dies promising she’ll haunt 
him until hates her. She proud, cruel and pas- 
sionate beneath her fragile beauty. favorite sports 
are hunting kangaroos and spending nights baiting wild 
dog and fox lairs that she can shoot them they 
forage. Thus, because Maguire’s blind love for her, 
she sets his course; namely, have the children Nick, 
Martin, Pat, Ann and Adelaide match his wife’s callous 
cruelty. The Oedipus Complex rampant the 
children first idolize and then gradually hate him. All 
except Adelaide who realizes the end that was her 
mother’s diabolic influence which ruined her father’s 
life. Here the character motivation weak. Results 
Maguire’s desperate desire never have his children 
leave him Nick runs away. Martin marries 
Jessie Cameron despite Maguire’s lie that insanity runs 
the Maguire family. Maguire accidentally kills 
his son Pat wrestles the escaped Tommy Cross 
night. Ann sails off for Ireland while “Addie” re- 
mains loyal. 


Throughout the story there relief from the tense 
plot situation. When the characters talk they usually 
are fighting quoting poetic lines death Shake- 
speare’s Macbeth. friendly greeting becomes 
lugubrious Mrs. Cross answers Adelaide’s “Good 
Morning” after she was late for breakfast, thought 
you passed away your sleep.” incisive de- 
scriptions and dialogue etch the somber colors this 
tortured land and its soul seared people. Even the 
climate, with its hot January and Spring August, 
adds this topsy turvy story the world down under. 


Mature readers who enjoy tragic tales will love 
Haunted Land. Fair not read bed- 


time.” 
Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 
Keith Academy, 
Lowell, Massachusetts 


Bonn, John The Lively Arts Sister Gervaise 
Kenedy. Mar. 28,1957. 227p. $3.50. 

you enjoy movies the Bells Saint Marys—Come 
the Stable variety and consider the Little Nuns car- 
toons The Lively Arts Sister Gervaise, 
Father John Bonn, definitely for you! the 
other hand, you’ve been leading cheering section 
for The Nun’s Story, you’ll probably consider this book 
literary disaster. 


The novel deals with the efforts Sister Gervaise, the 
“Dramatic Nun,” bring culture the members 
Saint Rita’s parish. addition teaching full 
schedule classes the co-educational high school 
and acting moderator for the dramatic club, Sister 
Gervaise works diligently the job making large 
and resistant group Sisters, students and parishioners 
appreciate modern art, Gregorian chant, Eliot 
and Henre Ghéon. Such program would exhaust 
ordinary person but not Sister father 
actor and she dedicated! She has enough time and 
energy left with which advise parents how best 


Bonn Albrand 


handle their marital difficulties, tell graduates whom 
marry—and why, solve the emotional and social 
problems her students, and finally, decide whether 
not one has vocation. (She even manages find 
minute two each day worry about her humility.) 


Although anyone who has taken active part parish 
affairs will find this novel many typical and amusing 
situations, the book whole gives false picture 
the life and work Catholic nun. Sister Ger- 
vaise were flesh and blood person, (and thank kind 
providence she only figment the imagination), 
she would almost certainly place this novel her 
literary black-list. the past, Father Bonn has writ- 
ten several excellent books including the interesting 
Gates Dannemora. unfortunate that one his 
literary stature should have been trapped Sister 
Gervaise. Perhaps would wise pass law for- 
bidding men write books about nuns! 


Sister Gregory, 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, 


Albrand, Martha The Obsession Emmet Booth 
Random House. Mar. 25,1957. 239p. $3.50. 


Precisely would bargain auction procure 
painting for his priceless collection, Emmet Booth, 
fifty and self-made financier, divorced and living 
Park Avenue, gambled secure the thirty-six-year old 
widow, Miranda Page for his wife. Small stature 
and, because the cultural limitations his early 
background, Booth was victim inferiority com- 
plex. Now, financially secure, the complex was re- 
placed obsession: possess Miranda any cost. 
She resented his advances and, escape his unwel- 
come attention, went live London. Emmet fol- 
lowed and, during his visit, moment weakness, 
Miranda allowed him spend night with her her 
apartment. When she refused marry, however, 
Emmet returned New York resigned play wait- 
ing game. 


When, after months, Miranda came back New York, 
she attended party Booth’s home and there met 
Paul Taylor, who had come hoping induce Booth 
finance the enlargement the Research Institute 
which Paul headed. Paul and Miranda fell deliriously 
love and Emmet, jealous rival, hinted Paul 
the intimacy his own relationship with Miranda. 
Completely disillusioned, Paul severs his connection 
with the Institute and accepts assignment Copen- 
hagen, which will keep him Europe indefinitely. 
Miranda, meanwhile, unaware the reason for Paul’s 
departure without bidding her farewell, left heart- 
broken and vulnerable Booth’s determination 
make her his wife. 


Miss Albrand has written many novels, the most suc- 
cessful which have been those intrigue and sus- 
pense. The realism the London sequence this 
one condemns for recommendation any, save 
sophisticated adult readers. And that disappoint- 
ment Miss Albrand’s former admirers. 


Lenore Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 


Balchin O’Rourke Oliver Martin 


Balchin, Nigel 

Last Recollections Uncle Charles 
Rinehart. Mar. 25,1957. 255p. $3.50. 
Mr. Balchin’s Uncle Charles those lovable old 
relatives, (abominable life but delightful fiction), 
who have spent lifetime doing nothing but coming 
for weekend’s visit and telling interminable stories 
over “cuppa.” storyteller, Uncle Charles strik- 
ingly resembles the aged Somerset Maugham both 
matter and manner: suave, slightly cynical, terribly 
interested people. This book contains some 
Uncle Charles stories Mr. Balchin, many which 
appeared American and British periodicals over the 
last five six years. 
The author who may remembered for several novels 
including The Fall Sparrow and Mine Own Execu- 
tioner, one Mr. Maugham the sheer urbane 
glitter this The technique yarn-spinning 
“inside” genial ne’er-do-well like Uncle Charles may 
give the writer abundant troubles with quotation marks, 
but also provides limitless opportunity for wit and 
subjective observation. 
Almost all the stories are very short, and they range 
from mere character sketches through modern mood 
pieces very Maugham-like twist-endings. With one 
exception, brief, somewhat pointless tale about dog- 
hater, the stories are peopled with extremely likable 
characters generally humorous and often touching 
situations. 
The best the funny ones about the time Uncle 
Charles baffled “unbeatable” electronic card- 
playing machine that stooped cheating. For pathos, 
with touch humor, Mr. Balchin writes dying 
marriage that almost saved the husband going 
broke; and tells two unlikely love stories climaxed 
the revelation uncommonly charitable acts, once 
wronged wife, once wronged husband. 


Mr. Balchin’s stories primarily center most peculiar 
characters. least five concern very pretty and eccen- 
tric young women; others deal with, variously, inn- 
keeper who never charges for services, wretched in- 
fantry officer whom Uncle Charles tries murder, 
dishonest medium, gentleman quite mad about motor 
cars, and terribly respectable banker totally incapable 
enjoying 20,000 pounds filched from his company. 


Uncle Charles sometimes gently amoral, seldom pro- 
found, but consistently entertaining. is, like the 
people likes talk about, thoroughly pleasant com- 


pany. 
James Arnold, 
Sacramento, California 


O’Rourke, Frank The Man Who Found His Way 
Morrow. Apr. 124p. $3.00. 

novel suspense and character this adult 
Western the best sense the word. Honest, humor- 
ous, kindly Joe Baker 1927 the local bootlegger 
Taos and with his native wife, Anita, happy man. 
When learns that Abad Ramos, his brother-in-law 
and partner former unsolved robbery that gave 
them funds escape the rodeo circuit, worried 
native curse and wishes confess his guilt, Joe drops 
everything help Abad return normalcy. But when 


Best SELLERS 


permits Buck Shaw meet and kill Abad, Joe 
decides that evil has gone too far and goes himself 
the sheriff. This brief, succinct novella man’s 
growth character suitable for adults only, because 
minor sexual references. 


Oliver, Chad The Winds Time 
Doubleday. 192p. $2.95. 


excellent story based the premise that men have 
developed many regions the universe, that all 
human cultures seem tend end destruction and 
that, wto human cultures could fuse, the hybridized 
product might achieve success. Involves communica- 
tion with men another world and suspended anima- 
tion. Suitable for adults. 


Martin, Sylvia Madame Tussaud 
Harper. Mar. 6,1957. 369p. $3.95. 


Free-lance writer Martin, author guide books 
Mexico and the Caribbean, was inspired this full 
length portrait the celebrated wax-works proprietress 
while doing research for shorter articles the same 
topic. This fictionalized biography cast the first 
person and the story begins with the spry old lady with 
the “un-Victorian smile wise and naughty,” aged 
eighty-two, tiresomely reminiscent mood. 
with total recall, Madame Tussauud begins with her 
birth Anne Marie Grosholtz Strasbourg 1761, 
takes the reader through the France Louis XVI, 
nine years Versailles companion the King’s 
young sister, the Revolution, the Terror, and early 
Victorian England. Based the “Memoirs” Mad- 
ame Tussaud and documents and letters recently come 
light, this work does not shy imaginative and 
deductive embroidery. Indeed, big French Eng- 
lish name this period escapes Madame’s personal 
connaissance. (Incredibly, Marat has the habit 
sleeping the Tussaud bathtub long before his famous 
death his own.) Paris must have been fascinating 
place when Dr. Guillotin’s invention was daily work. 
Madame dutifully there cast the death-mask 
everybody who was somebody. what sentiments 
does she through the macabre duplication severed 
heads, from King and Queen down the less noble 
citizens whose fortunes rose and fell with fickle mob- 
rule. There scurry the famous Paris Cabinet 
keep the wax-works date, the Tussauds not 
above changing heads and costumes overnight keep 
the populace pleased. Launched finally England, 
the wax-works prospers after and 
Madame, cut off the Napoleonic threat England, 
abandons gory France and her penny-pinching husband 
for new love and fame entrepreneuse “Madame 
Tussaud’s Wax Museum.” Whether accident 
design, all the details are just this old relic might 
actually tell them with endless stream senti- 
mental and moralistic inconsequential 
family squabbles and short the very incidents and 
personalities that might lead the reader take the 


book. 
Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 
Salle College, 
Philadelphia 41, Pennsylvania 
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Nemerov, Howard The Homecoming Game 
Simon Schuster. Feb. 246p. $3.50. 

Any student Kant will tell you that this philosophical 
giant ethical formalism maintained that there 
“nothing the world—indeed nothing even beyond 
the world—that can possibly conceived which could 
called good without qualification, except good 
will.” This urbane, witty and soul-searching novel 
Howard Nemerov peopled with characters who have 
just that desired good will and whose moral dilemmas 
meet head-on conflict with one another. Professor 
Charles Osman the history faculty moderate- 
sized, old, eastern, co-ed college, seriously given his 
subject and frequently somewhat pretentious 
judgments, learns within the short span week-end 
that others have solutions far different from his own 
moral problems. The ironical part the situation 
that everyone else defends his position moral and 
his will good. The basic problem arises the very 
eve the homecoming week-end when the professor 
confronts the pressures, within and without the aca- 
demic walls, operating upon him because his decision 
submit failing grade for the star football player. 
the short interim between the end his Friday 
morning history lecture and late Saturday evening these 
pressures mount number and intensity. Members 
the student council try plead with him change 
his mind; the head his own department considers 
the whole problem with extraordinary detachment and 
the amiable President Nagel even suggests that his 
agreement essentials with Osman over non-empha- 
sizing football should not overrule the possibility 
make-up exam before the game for the college football 
hero. Will yield these rationalizations? 


Additional pressure rendered the heiress daughter 
the local tycoon and college trustee. Lilly, with 
whom both the professor and the college hero are 
love, employs her cosmopolitan assets and witty con- 
versation convince the conscientious Charles. 
even have the fund-raiser the college propounding 
the utilitarianism the greatest good the greatest 
the case. Irate alumni the persons stereotyped 
Senator Claghorn and Lilly’s father increase the rhe- 
toric but add little dialectics. Amid all these mount- 
ing demands, Charles discovers that another member 
the faculty whose faith derided bigots and whose 
politics suspect has also failed the athlete-champion. 
Finally, during the student bonfires and campus pre- 
celebrations, Professor Osman subjected one more 
stampeding cocktail party the home the Presi- 
dent where the bibulous Senator Stamp and the power- 
ful tycoon articulate their non-philosophical minds. The 
reader will anticipate the strong-muscle the under- 
world becoming visible during the last hours when 
admission made the football star the professor 
that had accepted bribe throw the game. 

Mr. Nemerov received the Kenyon Review Fellowship 
fiction two years ago and lectures Bennington 
College Vermont. His writing witty, suave, brilli- 
ant and sardonic, and his rendering atmosphere back- 
ground extraordinary. The weekly-meeting room 
all smelled dully ink, chalk and, one might fancy, 
the sweat impatience, too long controlled.” The 


Nemerov Weymar 


names Machiavelli, Hegel, Rousseau, and Socrates 
turn frequently and the college president always 
keeps the Bible and The Prince his bed-side table 
but admits that Machiavelli usually lies top. The 
college administration and faculty are satirized with 
fedtness that one expects from author who exercises 
such remarkable control over his art. The growth 
moral maturity experienced Professor au- 
thentically communicated the reader with percep- 
tion and illuminating insight. real advance 
wisdom realize appreciatively the prudential judg- 
ments others moral situations. This the one 
theme The Homecoming Game amid all the pres- 
sures, academic, social and romantic. 

Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 

St. Peter’s College, 

Jersey City, New Jersey 


Weymar, Paul 

Adenauer: His Authorized Biography 
Translated Peter Mendelssohn. Dutton. Mar. 
1957. 509p. $5.95. 
The student history and government must neces- 
sity most wary authorized biography. Seldom 
does such work present anything which approaches 
candid appraisal the subject. But perhaps Weymar’s 
Adenauer exception the general rule. Sweep- 
ing aside the expected maudlin and adulatory expres- 
sions hero-worship, there remains much value 
this well-documented account the German Chan- 
cellor’s important and exciting career. 
Konrad Adenauer has been municipal, provincial, 
and national executive and legislator since 
1906. devout Catholic and outstanding patriot, 
has been spared none the politico-moral problems 
which have plagued European statesmen for the past 
half--century. has breasted Hitlerian, 
and Socialistic opposition his heroic efforts make 
Germany logical part pacific and prosperous 
Europe. The repeated expressions confidence given 
him the Grman people are reminiscent the 
Bismarckian era; and his international reputation for 
goodwill unmatched all German history. 


Adenauer’s career unquestionably laudable from the 
viewpoint efforts and motives but certainly there 
room for controversy respect his methods and, 
especially, the consistency inconsistency 
methods. His unimpeachable— 
yet seems that has attempted vindicate co- 
existence grounds unavoidable political expedi- 
ence (and perhaps defeatism). 

obviously anti--Socialist but,—and this big 
conjunction,—many his actions have merely differed 
from Socialist advocacies matter degree, (and 
career-long proclivity for managed economy, (or 
least planned economy), with regulatory fiscal and 
monetary policies, with pump-priming public works 
programs control employment, with severe legal 
restraints upon private enterprise, and with deficit 
financing. has also tolerated and sponsored coali- 
tion governments, which include Socialists, although 
must aware that the histories national disasters 
are strewn with wrecks coalition governments. 
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One his biographer’s revelations might shed some 
light upon this seeming inconsistency. 1938 the 
age and after years political life, Adenauer 
first encountered the papal encyclicals Rerum Novarum 
and Quadragesimo Anno, Says Weymar: 


these two fundamental papal pronouncements the practi- 
tioner the day-to-day political struggle discovered com- 
prehensive and coherent program inspired belief 
order willed God which was perfectly practicable terms 
modern society. 


Has Adenauer applied the principles these encycli- 
has Adenauer applied these principles with 
heavy interspersion expedients which cause the 
believes that Adenauer shares basic fault with many 
modern well-intentioned European and American 
statesmen. They divide the political and ideological 
world into two camps—the camp Communism and 
the camp Free Government. one not the 
former, must the latter where there really 
other qualification made after recognized 
anti-Communist. 


Adenauer’s Republic not latter-day European coun- 
terpart the Jeffersonian Republic. The true Repub- 
lican takes pride the uniqueness his Republic with 
its strong overtones representative government, the 
competitiveness its parts, the restraint its govern- 
mental activity, the balance authority within the 
branches its government, the intertwining politi- 
cal and economic independence for its peoples, the 
nationalized direction its foreign policy (blended 
with generous instinct share its social and cultural 
achievements with friendly nations), the desire for 
commercial intercourse with all friendly nations, the 
virtue charity for friendly nations need ,and 
national consciousness that the behaviour nations 
should only reflection the conduct which should 
govern the conduct the images God who people 
these nations the spiritual brotherhood the world. 


these are Republican principles, they are not the 
principles revealed the conduct the German 
Chancellor (or least may surmised from the 
account his life and times Weymar). Adenauer 
has the true European concept Socialism. He, like 
many his contemporaries, believes that they can 
controlled through collaboration and compromise. 
His sympathetic approach the perennial French 
revanche unrealistic light the leftist leadership 
that unfortunate country. His labors for European 
Community striking example the simplified “two- 
camps theory” which anathema the true Republi- 
can. His attitude toward the Soviet Union remains 
true Republican believes coexist- 
ence for freedom and slavery but Adenauer, 
interview with his biographer, stated that did not 
reject the idea coexistence and: “There are things 
which reach beyond the realm everyday politics. 
course wish establish tolerable relations with the 
Russians.” The true Republican would encourage 


tolerance only where there was room for doubt and 
discussion. 

May hope that such evil days not befall Ade- 
nauer his Germany has been experienced the 
other Germany, Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and 
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the host the other European neighbors who failed 
realize that the Russian Bear intrudes his nose into the 
tent much like the proverbial camel. 


Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
Department History, 
University Scranton 


Whyte, William H., Jr. The Organization Man 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 28, 1956. 429p. $5.00. 

assistant managing editor Fortune, .Whyte 
probably knew that enough the organization men 
writes about would buy this study the origins, con- 
ditioning, attitudes, habits, perils and perplexities 
the “group man” generation that has gone ears 
over tincup for the scientific psychology, social condi- 
tioning, group dynamics theorizing the statisticians 
human behavior patterns. would not have 
guessed there were enough literate people who would 
buy such closely printed, thorough going essay such 
this put the title the lists national “best 
guessed wrong. Mr. Whyte and his 
publishers guessed, (if that word now permissible 
this connotation), aright, the profit and joy, 
are sure, both author and sponsor. The book itself 
good, indeed very good; but much too extended and 
comprehensive study organizational and modern 
administrative phenomena analyzed, tardily, here. 
can only commend the adult reader 
sound critique which has taken the time and effort and 
thought fair and objective, and yet the same 
time sharply disapproving the more egregious falla- 
cies scientistic bureaucratism manifest the whole 
upper-level business system. 


That the “organization ubiquitous vice- 
presidents-in-charge-of-this-and-that, the administrative- 
assistants who little either administer assist 
and much only enforce and enlarge the widening 
whirlpools mediocrity and conformity—are often un- 
happy, frequently feel frustrated, tend let them- 
selves narcotized the spells the mass-psychology 
and social-engineering witch-doctors; that the narcosis 
seeping into every aspect life among these upper- 
bourgeois families—their friendships, their churches, 
their schools; that the predictable future such social 
philosophy alarming—this part the thesis Mr. 
study. fears creping collectivism has al- 
ready, times insidiously, times blatantly, cor- 
rupted society suburbia, whether that the city- 
apartment the ranch-type outer-urban levels. 


The Organization Man deserves its success and merits 
even wider reading. thoughtful book, will pro- 
voke thought and stimulate conversation about some- 
thing more important and interesting than golf, TV, 
the weather, and income tax. recommend highly. 


Wadham, Juliana The Case Cornelia Connelly 
Pantheon. Mar. 30,1957. 276p. $3.75. 
This strange story; but the case Cornelia Con- 


nelly was and strange case. The book jacket reads: 
“Wife, Mother, Nun-Saint?” and therein lies the whole 


extraordinary story. not book for everyone, 


only for those mature readers who realize that the ways 
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God are always past our understanding and the de- 
velopment some souls complex obscure even 
that partial glimpse usually granted who watch 
His workings. 


Cornelia Connelly, born 1809 Cornelia Peacock, was 
the youngest six children. Life Philadelphia for 
her first nine years was her own telling happy and 
ordinary. After the death her father (1818), and 
still more after the death her mother (1823), 
life changed and Cornelia submitted molded 
older sisters and relatives such degree that, upon 
her marriage Pierce Connelly (1831), she became 
willing, submissive, docile wife 
minister. 


There were five children quick succession. But 
Pierce was persuasive. The Catholic 
Church intrigued him and with enthusiasm per- 
suaded Cornelia join him exploring its tenets. 
What Pierce suggested was Cornelia’s 
fore did, she made her profession faith and to- 
gether with their children they started for Rome. There 
with characteristic flamboyance Pierce not only became 
Catholic but persuaded himself that his real vocation 
was the priesthood. Cornelia agreed vow 
chastity and religious life for herself. 


Precisely with this decision their lives began veer 
away from one another. Cornelia persevered, through 
multiple and heartrending trials, her search for God. 
Her husband, weary the trials life, always reach- 
ing for what did not could not have, finally ended 
his life, again minister, this time the American Epis- 
copal Minister Florence. 


The people who touch the lives these two, apart 
from their children are such greats Cardinal Wise- 
man, Lord Shrewsbury, Gregory XVI, Cardinal Man- 
ning, and Louisa Catharine, Duchess Leeds. Almost 
all them touched hurt instead heal. 


The case Connelly vs. Connelly was the talk and 
the scandal all England where Cornelia had gone 
the request Gregory and Wiseman found the 
society now known The Society the Holy Child 


But the court case was nothing compared 


the battle within and between the souls the prin- 
cipals. 


Cornelia, was wife, mother, Until her death 
1879 her heart was the great heart great woman. 
Was she saint? She was misunderstood and humili- 
ated, was despised, and made abject among men. She 
suffered untold persecution body and spirit for 
justice’s sake. And with all her charity burned 


place her own children taken away 


mind and body their father, she loved all children 
who came her school. 


For Pierce there was silence and prayer, recrimina- 
tions. For her ecclesiastical superiors, unquestioning 
obedience. For her community, labor without end. 
These qualities point toward sanctity; only the Church 
can decide. 


The Case Cornelia Connelly easy read and 
fascinating. The Duchess provides good many laughs 
and Cornelia’s common sense refreshing. For mature 
adults who understand that people are people and in- 


Trouncer 


dividuals are not the Church, this can very pro- 
vocative book. For them, recommend it. 
Sister Mary William, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Trouncer, Margaret The Reluctant Abbess 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 27,1957. $3.75. 


biography about the religious grotesqueries 
fanatical abbess, bent the reform the admittedly 
scabrous spirituality her nunneries, has ready-made 
fascination for any reader. This fascination the author 
renders more provocative her narrative verve and 
the all-too-easy device tendentious detail. There 
overdoneness about the details and local color per- 
taining conventual corruption. sensible reader 
expects good historian bypass those hogwallows 
medieval monasticism essential the setting this 
book, but expects good writer not dally around 
the wallows toss bits gratuitous garbage. the 
main, the author has nice feeling for history; she can 
make interesting; but sometimes she does not make 
clear where facts fail and private conjecture takes 
over. For instance, when she charges that hypocrisy 
other ignoble motives were the basis some 
Abbess Angelique’s infamous hatchet methods, such 
serious imputations should unassailably documented. 
Actually, some her indictments seem largely 
subjective interpretation without enough concrete evi- 
dence. Such documentation becomes double duty 
view the fact that most the reformed subjects 
the abbess and also that renowned master the spirit, 
St. Francis Sales, did not impugn the lady’s sincerity. 
The author’s weakness for subjective analysis reaches 
reckless low page seventy-four her Freudian 
aside Angelique’s penitential uncleanliness. 


Apart from the defects just cited, this biography makes 
utterly readable story. When 
father machinates have his wilful seven-year-old 
daughter made abbess community loose nuns, 
any kind intrigue possible. But when the world- 
ling abbess later converted she launches pro- 
gram holy violence her convents. left- 
handed tribute her character that she succeeded 
the reform and earned the respect the nuns she con- 
verted. But her ignorance and vehemence lead her 
into harsh eccentricities, and ultimately into the heresy 
Port Royal Jansenism. She was enigma even 
era that calls for much acute interpretation 


church historians. 
Thomas Rowan, C.SS.R., 
St. Mary’s College, 
North East, Pennsylvania 


Styles, Showell His Was the Fire 
Vanguard. Mar. 20,1957. 283p. $3.75. 


It’s authentic hero that this novel sets before us, for 
perhaps few military geniuses English history deserve 
enshrined the memory man much does 
Sir John Moore. Equally brilliant commander the 
field and innovator the training and equiping 
armies, Moore was authentic leader men. Some- 
thing waits every man kindled by, and to, great- 
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Castle Shirley 


ness; and only too rarely one appears who can supply 
the spark. For this the fascinating thing about genius: 
its creativeness. Napoleon had it, did Moore—and 
much greater degree than Wellington. 


Moore’s was the fire, whose warmth the hearts 
Englishmen were waiting feel during the long bleak 
years Napoleon’s ascendency. successive episodes, 
Showell Styles describes the incandescent encounters 
between the general and five people widely diver- 
gent back-ground and character. The latter and more 
interesting half the book deals with Moore’s Spanish 
adventure. For Sir John took his army into Spain and 
did things with that English general had hitherto 
done against the veterans Napoleon. that single 
campaign and under incredibly difficult conditions, 
Moore set fire going that blazed unsuspected cour- 
age and endurance and glory. Most the campaign 
was retreat, yet neither winter the mountains 
Spain nor the swiftly pursuing forces the French 
could extinguish that flame. 

Styles’ entertaining account moves canter and keeps 
just about abreast the better fiction appearing the 
slick magazines. The evening you spend reading will 
pleasant. And the book sends you off search 
Napier’s classic account the celebrated retreat 
his Peninsular Wars, much the better. 

William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Castle, Eugene 
The Great Giveaway (The Realities 
Foreign Aid) 
Regnery. 186p. $3.50. 
This will controversial book, for two reasons: 
man stands and dares ask pertinent questions 
our government publicly; and effect, tells 
that the United States has made and continuing 
make colossal blunders the eyes the whole world. 
Mr. Eugene Castle, reporter and newsman long ex- 
perience, gives views attempt shock 
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Best SELLERS 


into realization what our government doing 
and attempting with our tax money. 186 pages 
presents his case that the last decade has seen the 
United States spending billion dollars foreign 
aid programs with but very questionable results. 
sees it, there are two basic faults: lack 
sound policy “intelligently conceived,” and him, 
history’s worst example any “effectively executed” 
program. 


Mr. Castle, “the history foreign aid has been 
littered with the wreckage and rubble incompetent 
and wasteful administration.” any government 
continue borrow money order give away 
act incredible Why, for instance, should 
our government tax and borrow our money give 
France support her economy when many 
French simply refuse pay any taxes and that with 
impunity? Mr. Castle cites the national debt the 
United States and concludes that “ordinary foresight 
would suggest that nation debt such extent 
has bounties give away.” 


makes good case for his position. fifteen short 
chapters Castle outlines the origin and increase 
the Foreign Aid Program from the Marshall Plan 
President Eisenhower’s 1958 Budget. 


The Great Giveaway will viewed some just 
another reporter “sounding another will 
see this book the expression questions has 
often asked but never about just 
what the United States doing its role world 
leadership. 


Besides questioning the importance, value and logic 
our whole foreign aid program presently stated 
and administered, Mr. Castle singles out for special 
criticism, the United States Information Agency, the 
Senate the United States—the “Society Super 
Spenders,” and the small but powerful group White 
House aides and advisers. 


Mr. Castle must credited for using government 
documentation support his views. His book not 
hard read. recommend any adult. Perhaps 
years from now one will remember this book, 
but were librarian I’d buy it, because states the 
position today many the often unheeded heroes— 
the American Taxpayers. 


Fr. Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., Ph.D., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy Illinois 


Shirley, Glenn Law West Fort Smith 
Holt. Mar. 26,1957. 333p. $5.00. 

The author this volume graduate The Insti- 
tute Applied Sciences’ School Criminology, Chi- 
cago, the Chicago School Law, and present 
captain the Police Department Stillwater, Okla- 
homa. Mr. Shirley has been collecting 
Americana” since 1938 and considered authority 
this field well being prominent expert 
criminal identification. 

Certainly vast amount painstaking research has 
gone into the writing this and from its 
pages there emerges homey portrait the main 
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character, Judge Isaac Parker, who earned for him- 
self the unhappy soubriquet “the hanging judge.” 
His territorial jurisdiction extended over the western 
district Arkansas, with headquarters Fort Smith. 
Parker arrived there May 1875, and served until 
his death Nevember, 1896. 


“That Judge Parker’s administration was stern the extreme 
attested the fact that sentenced 160 men die and 
hanged but certainly man his time 
has exerted greater civilizing influence this section 
the and appears that his efforts were fana- 
tical bloodthirsty, well remember that the times 
produced this Hero.” (Preface, x.) 


Frankly for this reviewer say just what 
category this book should put into. The format 
the book roughly chronological, but events are 
interspersed with what seems endless trivia that atten- 
tion the part the average reader will hard 
sustain. Again, though the language fairly readable, 
runs leaping gamut from childish replies such 
might grace Sunday school quiz the loftiest words 
Supreme Court decision. Though the just and 
benign Judge Parker may adduced prima facie 
evidence that good finally triumphed, the sordid parade 
desperadoes, killers, infamous men and women, viz., 
the Bucks, the Daltons, Belle Starr, Cherokee Bill, 
Alexander Lewis and Mollie King, flaunting their crimes 
page after page what becomes monotonous regularity 
will not make this work the easier read. The volume 
seems this reviewer rather like huge police blotter 
help judge who was following the law 
knew it, and should, course, interest any who want 
know how the West ever became “civilized” under 
law. 


Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Powell, Michael Death the South Atlantic 
Rinehart. Mar. 247p. $3.95. 


“You Were could well said the last 
battle the Graf Spee portrayed words movie 
producer turned author. Michael Powell helped 
produce the “Battle the River Plate” and, because 
wanted preserve the feelings and the actions 
the principals this historic event, not only film, 
but book which his sons and others could possess, 
recorded the results his investigations and conver- 
sations. 


This truly adventure story history being made. 
From the moment join Captain Dove his tanker, 
off the coast Africa, the final shattering end 
the Graf Spee and its captain, the action vividly por- 
trayed and live suspense, character sharing 
the unfolding the drama. 


Captain Langsdorff, German officer, not Nazi, fol- 
lows the best traditions the sea honoring all his 
enemies. Destroying all shipping can, yet ever pre- 
serving lives, he, turn, was respected and feared 
true antagonist. The source his information traced 
down and trap laid. 

The trap sprung and the Battle the River Plate 
depicted full naval splendor. Captain Langsdorff 
makes his only error and runs into Montevideo Harbor 
where tangled with neutrality laws. Then the 


Powell d’Albas 


ever-watchful British Lion diplomacy and intrigue 
takes over and rumors and well-planned maneuvers 
weave the inescapable net for the Graf Spee. 


are not told what message Captain Langsdorff re- 
ceived from Hitler, but the death the ship was evi- 
dence enough its import. 


“The initial mistake seeking shelter within the River 
had been his; but, when once had deserted the tradition 
the Navy and had allowed politician’s dirty hand 
guide the destiny his ship, when had allowed the simple 
issue “Come out and fight—win lose,” debate, 
when had accepted and obeyed Hitler’s shameful orders 
scuttle his ship and intern his men, then being the man 
was, had ended his career and had nothing more 
live for.” 

This word picture the last days great ship and 


its captain can recommended all. 


Andrieu Death Navy 
Devin-Adair. Mar. 14,1957. 362p. $5.50. 


Who won World War II? This history Japanese 
Naval action, written Frenchman who has lived 
post-war Japan and married Japanese woman, 
makes you think for the greatest portion that Japan 
did, least far Naval battles the Pacific are 
concerned. Then few short pages the bitter tale 
told, and the Japanese Navy dead. 


From the meeting the Cabinet which the Navy’s 
representative was overruled October 1941 the 
Battle Santa Cruz October 1942, the author goes 
into great detail about the glorious victories the 
Japanese Navy. There carryover while the battle 
for possession Guadalcanal takes place and then 
American might begins swarm over Japanese egotism 
the details are scantier and, comes the title, “Death 
Navy.” 

are told that Captain d’Albas career naval 
officer France who speaks Japanese fluently and 
married the daughter Japanese Admiral. 
Through connections, many sources material have 
been made available him, and has used these, 
well his acquaintance with survivors, picture the 
Naval action the Pacific from the Japanese stand- 
point. has upheld the maxim, “if you can’t say 
anything good about them, don’t say anything,” for, 
soon the fortunes war plus the industrial power 
the against Japan, the action well the 
technical discussion grows dimmer. 


Men fighting for false ideals can just courageous 
those fighting for Truth and the Japanese sailor, 
officer, exemplified fortitude well did our men. 
Lieut. Tomonaga took off his damaged plane, know- 
ing there was not enough fuel for the return trip, be- 
cause every plane was needed. The “Kamikaze” plane 
was the outgrowth poor bombing and marksman- 
ship the part the inexperienced and untrained 
pilots. But, not lacking courage, they carried the 
bombs the targets aiming themselves! 


“The tremendous industrial failure Japan the 
Pacific War was paid for the lives the heroic 
Japanese sailors. Foreseeing this, the great Yamamoto 
had strongly opposed war the moment when the 
die was cast.” Tojo and the other war-lords had pre- 
vailed, but, believing that the greatest danger Japan 
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was come land, they had refused all-out aid 
the naval program. know the result. 
From military naval logistics standpoint, his book 
has much the appeal general reader, 
has little offer. know from history what hap- 
pened and this merely adds—why happened. 
not think advisable recommend this every 
reader. can recommend strongly the profes- 
sional Tactitian—Army Navy. 

John Cullen, 

Lt. Cmdr., U.S.N.R., 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Pitkin, Dorothy And Live Alone 
Pantheon. Mar. 25, 1957. 214p. $3.50. 


The woman living alone has her own special problems; 
—and this goes not only for the widow, which Mrs. 
Pitkin’s category, but for the spinster well, and what 
Mrs. Pitkin has say is, whether she realizes 
not, applicable both. She seeking for way 
live alone and well, and does not pretend have 
found all the answers. She does offer hope, though, 
based strongly faith,—a quality felt throughout this 
book, though never mentioned many words. Well, 
that’s not quite true, for she does affirm that she takes 
faith appealing folk-tale the mating heifer 
with buck deer, believing because she wants 
believe, the face the veterinarian’s pooh-poohing 
denial. 

But lest the casual browser among the titles think that 
this one those “how-to” books, offering pseudo- 
inspirational message, let him told once that this 
intensely readable, immensely enjoyable book 
about the four seasons New Hampshire,—a charm- 
ingly told tale obviously charming woman’s year 
old, remote farmhouse which she has both 
happy and sad, contented and uneasy times, which 
copious opportunity for reviewing her life, savoring the 
best what has been, “catching up” with much her 
past experience, evolving something like working 
philosophy for herself, meeting people, and, most im- 
portant all, meeting Nature face face. 


Mrs. Pitkin’s prose verges poetry, she tells the 
changing aspect her woods and fields and river, 
the gentle cows and shy woodchucks, and the long- 
hoped-for glimpse white-tailed deer her land. 
She paints warm, vivid portraits her neighbors. She 
shares with the delights, (the ritual lighting and 
cleaning the oil lamps, the fire crackling the hearth, 
the joy rainy day spent baking country kit- 
chen), and the anxieties, (the door off the hinges, the 
expensive but necessary jobs which have done 
all once, the cold that blasts under the kitchen 
door), her house the New Hampshire backwoods. 


And through all, she never loses her grip reality, 
never lets the poetry her language sweep her off the 
solid New Hampshire earth. She herself emerges 
eminently three-dimensional person, sensible but femi- 
nine, too; and you feel her handclasp must good 
strong one, but that the nails the hand will 
neatly manicured. 

Other women, reading this book and looking for 
answer their loneliness, are not guaranteed suc- 


Pitkin Peale Weisinger 


Best 


cess, for personal book, one woman’s story, not 
Everywoman’s. Still, there much that universal 
about the book and its author, that anyone reading 
bound delighted the loving way which 
sets forth many the small joys life, casting 
them brand-new significance for reader well 
writer. 


Anita Monsees, 
Ithaca, New York 


Peale, Norman Vincent Stay Alive All Your Life 
Prentice-Hall. Mar. 16,1957. 300p. $3.95. 
Peale, Norman Vincent (Editor) 

Unlock Your Faith Power 
Prentice-Hall. 307p. $3.95. 


The appeal Peale something commentary 
the state the nation, and deprecated many 
his colleagues the Protestant ministry who feel, and 
rightly so, that the reverend Doctor’s approach per- 
sonal problems somewhat more than optimistic and 
something less than completely Christian. asked 
reviewer Myles Gannon evaluate the first these 
two books and, though his estimate not very compli- 
mentary the eminent publicist, temperate com- 
pared with the pained and even angry expostulations 
Dr. Peale’s colleagues. latest collection 
Pealeisms (Mr. Gannon writes) the inevitable sequel 
the fabulous The Power Positive Thinking which 
ran for indecent length time the non-fiction 
best-seller lists. fraction those who found this 
puerile pap digestible the first time around now for 
this second dose, cannot miss making the lists again. 
But, leave optimistic: perhaps one dose Peale- 
ism cathartic enough for most us.” Dr. Edmund 
Fuller, article for The Saturday Review, much 
more critical what calls “pitchmen the pulpit” 
and deprecates the insidious watering-down Christi- 
anity wihch best-selling Dr. Peale purveys. 

The second volume, collection what used 
called inspirational anecdotes from some seventy dif- 
ferent people, many the public eye, has been edited 
the good Dr. Peale under ten headings each 
which he, editor, writes introductory note which 
his publisher calls “Guideposts.” And the general 
tenor the anecdotes seems that you have 
faith, you will make your fortune, or, more crassly put, 
you believe enough, God will make cash reward 
for your faith, either you your favorite charity. 
Yet there are, indubitably, inspirational bits 
stories. Many those who contributed the volume 
are obviously deeply sincere. One hopes 
who are looking for real solace and real solution 
their problems will look beneath the surface. The 
danger that all this much too superficial. The way 
not easy way, any means. 


Weisinger, Dr. Alois Occult Phenomena 
Newman. Feb. 1957. 294p. $5.00. 

Devotees the occult arts attracted toward this small 
volume the first part its title are advised take 
note the second part small print, “in the light 
theology,” risk shattering encounter with large 
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block clear thinking, scholastic philosophy, Chris- 
tian theology, scientific method and plain common 
sense might deprive them the titillating comforts 
their half-world mumbo--jumbo and medium- 
directed obsessions. Readers who have been bothered 
evidence apparent black magic testimony given 
reliable witnesses ought find this book delight 
and comfort. 

Father Alois, Trappist, posits “the partly body-free 
soul,” that power the soul which most active when 
anestheticized, hypnotized insane. This power, 
claims, the remnant power possessed its full- 
ness our first parents but now attenuated 
original sin chaotic state the subcon- 
scious. For all that, remains proper element 
the soul which will reinstated after death, after 
the soul freed the burden the material element, 
the body with all its ties earthly Adam and 
Eve possessed, before the Fall, preternatural knowledge, 
the inability suffer, immortality, freedom from con- 
cupiscence and the preternatural will. gifts 
are,” the author states, “according theology, preter- 
natural both ‘as substance and manner’; they consti- 
tute partaking the nature pure spirits and co- 
exist with our human nature.” the Fall, man 
lost “all that pertained the supernatural; sanctifying 
grace, that say, and every other quality that 
could not claim his own right. equally certain 
that all that truly pertained his nature was retained 
him, his body, his senses, the vegetative, sensitive 
and intellectual life.’ The author claims, therefore, 
that the soul retains that “body-free” element with 
which, before the Fall, Adam and Eve shared “an 
intimacy with God such enjoyed the pure 
spirits, but weakened state now useless 
man his waking and rational moments.” 


Father Alois rejects the charge that the 
“the mutual influence exercised two spiritual be- 
ings,” which, prior the Fall, God spoke Adam 
and Adam replied, and applied today the com- 
munication between medium and the subject, 
the Platonic-Augustinian tradition. holds, rather, 
that St. Thoms Aquinas (I, 94, taught that 
Adam had this personal contact with God (i.e., in- 
tuitively beheld God) and that this was the actual life 
Adam. Since Adam sinned and reason became im- 
prisoned and, were, enslaved the senses, man 
today makes use his once angelic intelligence only 
when is, literally, out his senses or, and this 
distinction fully developed only the end this 
fascinating book, when attains the final stages 
the mystical life when, through prayer and the grace 
God, the soul once more takes command and rules 
the body absolutely had Adam. The author 
the theory “innate ideas” wholly inade- 
quate explain the many valid manifestations 
extra-sensory phenomena. interesting note that 
the author reduces the area demoniac and angelic 
intervention human experience very narrow 
field course, denying that such visitations 
can and occur. 

Given “partly body-free soul” there very little 
the area telepathy, clairvoyance, telacoustic phe- 
(raps), telekinesis (moving physical ob- 


Nicholson Editors Holiday 


jects), magic, divining, couéism (readers whose mem- 
ories back the Twenties will recall “Day Day 
Every Way I’m Getting Better and Better”), Chris- 
tian Science, crystal gazing, spiritualism, ghosts, haunt- 
ings and hypnosis which cannot rationally explained. 
the great value this book that they are explained 
scientific manner. Father Alois, recognizing that 
there are many who reject theological knowledge, (with 
out hesitating “talk quite freely uncontrollable 
spirits, spirit-controls and all manner things 
that kind warns such readers that they may pass 
over Chapters and VII, Part wherein speaks 
purely theological way the Body and Soul 
Our Fist parents. Those acquainted with Catholic 
theology will find these two chapters the most interest- 
ing and illuminating the entire book with the pos- 
sible exception Chapter Part II, wherein brief 
explanation the mystical life the soul offered. 


The book offers very useful Glossary for the un- 
initiated and complete index. There are liberal foot- 
notes for the scholar. One odd error reference 
“Durham University” North Carolina which 
meant Duke University, all probability. 


Myles Gannon, 
Managing Editor, 
The Catholic Light, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Nicholson, Margaret 

Dictionary American-English Usage 
Oxford Press. 671p. $5.00. 
Miss Nicholson has based this excellent dictionary-aid 
the almost indispensable Fowler’s Modern English 
Usage. runs all the way from “a, an” and “abbre- 
viate” “Zoroastrian” and with much that 
helpful and good sound sense, well some 
acerbic comments the affectations 
which occur spelling, usage, and grammar. 
good read Miss Nicholson’s sharp opinion “Face- 
tious Formations,” “French Words,” “Latin Pronun- 
ciation,” “Officialese,” Dangers” 
name only few the interesting articles that succeed 
one another this book. should prove indispensable 
the library, the writer, and the teacher. And 
“wouldn’t loverly” every student every 
school, grade through college, would study and learn 
from Indeed, much desired. Highly even 
urgently recommended all. 


Editors Holiday Europe Color 
Doubleday. Apr. 192p. $7.50. 


The Editors Holiday have assembled some the 
best color photographs European places interest 
which have appeared successive issues that attrac- 
tive magazine. Represented are England, Ireland, Scan- 
dinavia, the Netherlands, Central Europe, Spain and 
the Mediterranean. running text adds something 
exhaustive even illuminating guide the tourist. 
However, the color photographs wil shill enough 
attract the traveler. Some the best and most 
attractive photos are Central Europe, Switzerland 
and Austria, particularly. France comes off very poor- 


ly. So, too, does the Mediterranean, which crowds all 
Italy, Greece and the North African coast and the 
many lovely islands into few ordinary scenes. Our 
own opinion that $7.50 ill spent this volume; 
better invest the amount year’s subscription 


Holiday. 


Shelly, Gordon Take the Rap 


Fell. Apr. 15,1957. 207p. $3.00. 

Shelly convict writing from imprisonment San 
Quentin. has, they say, run the gamut from 
petty crimes the major crimes. His story that 
many felons, somewhat neglected early childhood 
which conditioned him the gang psychology that 
was not prepared confide and accept step- 
father who attracted and deserved confidence. Shelly 
has been through reformatory school, (horrible place; 
some the army detention and punishment centers 
were ruthless and ill-managed); minor and major 
jails. was jazz musician, skin-man talent, but 
ruined his chances with boozing and finally with goof- 
balls and the pumps. His story means pretty. 
addresses it, hopefully, deterrent other young 
punks who might think his way life attractive. 
Trouble is, his own ethic based almost completely 
selfishness—it’s good because you don’t get any- 
thing from but misery. That’s not much deter- 
rent; the smart guys always think they can beat the 
rap the slobs could not. And for the young punks, 
Shelly old slob who got caught. Sociologists may 


profit somewhat from this autobiography. has 
place the ordinary library shelves. 

Heller, Andor More Comrades 
Regnery. Apr. 3,1957. 175p. $3.50. 


Andor Heller one those who fought the Hun- 
garian uprising which electrified the world the end 
October and the beginning November last year. 
tells his eyewitness story, that one who was 
the scene until the Russians were threatening return 
crush the rebellion. disillusioned young com- 
munist, his story worth hearing. not the last 
the best witness the fighting. Some those who 
actually fought against the vile AVO and the hapless 
Russians will have different and more penetrating 
story tell. Mr. Heller happens photographer 
and something journalist. seems have got 
publisher fustest with the mostest. 


Geissler, Eugene Father the Family 
Fides. 157p. $2.95. 

The editor Fides likewise the father ten, eight 
girls and two boys, and the husband one, arrange- 
ment which appears suit him all around. Risking 
the self-praise” which cites danger 
writing book such this, Mr. Geissler takes the 
plunge. The first half this book skirts perilously 
close the hole the icy sea reality into which 
the “Happy Little Wife and Mother” disappeared some 
time back. The author saved from this horrible fate 
the fact father and fathers, for the most part, 
never entirely forget that those little darlings are his 


Shelly Heller Geissler Crowther 


children and remembers all too vividly what was 
like that age! Christian fathers, addition, are 
more less acutely aware Adam’s heritage, 
Mothers, whether Christian not, who write books 
like this appear this reviewer hopelessly in- 
hibited morbid vision the neighbors pouring 
over her book and the result, all too often, that 
Mary and Baby Joe troop out their pages redolent 
sugar and spice and all things nice. Mr. Geissler, 
his credit, aware “snips and snails and puppy 
dog’s tails.” 

Like the wine Cana, the best last. When gets 
the three Great Fathers, Father Adam, Father Abra- 
ham and God the Father, the author speaks with 
authority and depth meaning. The average father 
may find the sayings “hard” but the fact his re- 
sponsibility God and his child cannot dismissed 
lightly. Mr. Geissler not about permit him 
dismiss so, any rate. 


Chapter this book, wherein the author discusses 
the expectant father and his agonies, and indirection 
the real agony the mother, limps badly. This dia- 
logue between two GI’s Italy, one expectant 
father half-a-world away from his wife, hard take: 
“Did you hear that, Al? There again.” 

“Yes, did, George. Sharp little, painful little, first 
little cries baby.” 

might just any young baby, Al.” 

“No, isn’t, George. First little cries new baby. 
just know it.” 

Questionable, too, the stress put staying put 
one place, preferably rural place. The greatest secur- 
ity for family, the author’s own admission, the 
presence the father the home. least open 
debate whether the child who, having otherwise 
secure and happy home, “uprooted” time two 
not better fitted face the terrible insecurity ramp- 
ant the world today than the child who fixed and 
immovable all the days his youth. Might not the 
first shock removal more devastating the latter 
case? 

This book which can recommended all 
fathers, but particularly those who, like Mr. Geissler, 
acknowledge the transcendental nature this vocation. 


Myles Gannon 


Crowther, Bosley The Lion’s Share 
Dutton. Apr. 8,1957. 320p. $5.00. 


The cinema sage The New York Times was chosen 
(or has chosen) write the history the Metro- 
Goldwn-Mayer film studios and, so, has had 
tell the story Loew’s, Inc., the “entertainment em- 
pire” which started with penn arcades, went through 
the early nickelodeons, and built many tentacled 
real-estate and exhibitor corporation which went into 
making its own movies supply its movie houses. 
Through succession gambles and complicated deals, 
managed emerge the “class” company due large- 
the efforts fur salesmen and cloak-and-suiters 
who saw good thing early and went into the new 
business the movies feet first. This fascinating 


and revealing account the development the 


tion picture industry, with star mames thick 
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raisins suet pudding. Anyone now fifty years 
age will reminded many movie and star long 
hitherto forgotten; and childhood excursions into 
the make-believe world the films opened up, the 
dubious enchantment they exerted the generations 
this century. The account well ordered and, 
spite the intricacies the facts, almost clear. Mr. 
Crowther is, course, something expert this 
field; but had lot researching and inter- 
viewing get his material into shape. eight-page 
index will help the student find ready references. 


Boykin, Edward 

Victoria, Albert and Mrs. Stevenson 
Rinehart. Mar. 14,1957. 309p. $5.00. 
The Mrs. Stevenson the title was the wife the 
American Minister the Court Saint James from 
1836 Boykin, American historian, 
has edited this collection her letters her family 
America during that exciting period. Since Mrs. Ste- 
venson was the devoted sister nine brothers and 
sisters, her correspondence was voluminous, and some 
these letters ramble for page after page. she 
herself writes, advising niece, “cultivate your talent 
for letter writing and you will like when you find 
constant practice you with ease and diligence.” 
How well she practised what she preached! this 
book progresses, one can see the growing “ease and 
elegance” her epistolary style. 
There was much write about. The Stevensons 
(who seem have been charming couple) were 
great success London and were invited everywhere, 
well beyond what was required Andrew Steven- 
son’s diplomatic standing. They dined frequently 
the great houses the city, including Buckingham 
Palace, and were house guests such princely country 
estates Raby Castle, Newstead Abbey (Byron’s for- 
mer home) and, most important, Windsor Castle, 
famille. They visited and conversed with Wordsworth 
Rydal Mount. Sallie Stevenson had front seat 
Victoria’s Coronation and her wedding Albert. 
All this she recounted her family with relish, and 
great detail. 
The letters are not brilliant, not 
witty, but they are level--headed, observant, critical 
the constructive sense, and charmingly feminine. Mrs. 
Stevenson, with true American, republican spirit, was 
never awed royalty the superior splendor the 
English haut monde. She hobnobbed with the nobility, 
but liked (or disliked) them for themselves, not for 
their titles—an attitude which probably accounts for 
some her popularity. She must have been popular, 
too, with her American family, for, the overall view 
these letters, evident that she painted for them 
(and us) vivid picture London and the manners 
and morals their British cousins the start the 
Victorian era. 
The only criticism would make Mr. Boykin’s editing 
the starring roles gives Victoria and Albert 
the title. Albert figures very little the letters; the 
young Victoria accurately and lovingly characterized, 
but she only one many. suggest that the royal 
the major theme Mrs. Stevenson’s letters 
misleading. This aside, owe him vote thanks 


Boykin Dawson Crompton 


for bringing light the lucid correspondence gra- 
cious and sharp-witted lady. 
Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Dawson, Christopher (edited John Mulloy) 

The Dynamics World History 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 13,1957. 468p. $6.00. 
The recent emergence Asia and Africa has led 
growing demand the part students and scholars 
for true world history, comparison and evaluation 
the various cultures and civilizations which are com- 
ing into closer contact, and often closer conflict, with 
each other today. There also growing demand 
the part Catholic scholars for acceptable Catholic 
Philosophy History. The present volume not 
attempt supply either need, indeed the author 
claims that the first request unreasonable, the second 
impossible. Mr. Dawson, one Britain’s leading in- 
tellectuals, not historian the usual sense the 
word, his interest has centered upon the study cul- 
ture and metahistory. The present work collec- 
tion articles, lectures and selections from books pub- 
lished during the last thirty days discussing various 
phases the relationship and interdependence his- 
tory and philosophy, sociology and anthropology. 
The first half the book deals mostly with the subject 
sociology, and the author rather severe the 
Sociologists, claiming they have concentrated too much 
applying the techniques the natural sciences 
their field the study immediate and concrete 
problems while ignoring the broader principles their 
subject and failing either make use material sup- 
plied history and anthropology aid and supple- 
ment the work scholars those The second 
part begins with several chapters the Christian view 
history which the author analyses the difficulties 
formulating Catholic Philosophy History, making 
the extreme claim that such task impossible “for 
the Christian view cannot derived philosophical 
reflection from the study history Christianity 
being historical religion, there can only Chris- 
tian history and Christian theology history.” The 
rest this section taken series chapters 
discussing the historical systems St. Augustine, Gib- 
bon, Marx, Spengler, Wells and Toynbee all which 
are interesting and enlightening. The most interesting 
and instructive part the book the editor’s final 
fifty page summary and analysis Daw- 
son’s ideas and teachings. Since the chapters are 
collection independent articles, will great 
help following the author’s thought this Note 
read first. While interesting, the book packed 
with philosophical and thought provoking ideas that 
most readers will able take only small doses. 
also work that should profitable the 
sociologist the historian. 

Gallagher, S.J., 


University Scranton 
Crompton, John The Living Sea 
Doubleday. Mar. 26,1957. 233p. $3.95. 


The Living Sea story the evolutionary changes 
experienced many familiar marine vertebrates, crus- 


DeKruif Lombardi 


taceans, and molluscs. According present day knowl- 
edge comparative anatomy and embryology 
thought that life first appeared the sea 1000 million 
years ago small, soft organisms which gradually 
evolved into more complicated forms. 


The sea with its enormous food supply illustrates 
chain events that occurred where the smaller organ- 
isms utilized the diatoms food, then these were de- 
voured slightly larger organisms, etc. Some the 
whalebone whales however still feed plankton. Life 
flourished for many years; crowding conditions forced 
plants and animals migrate evicted from the 
sea the land. The first invaders were plants which, 
after slow evolutionary process, became adjusted 
this new environment. These were followed insects 
and fishes which, due evolutionary modifications, 
are considered the ancestors present day rep- 
tiles and birds. 


The newly formed reptiles received the “Call the 
Sea” and returned, retaining reptilian characteristics. 
Some, however, like the whale became fish-like again 
while the seal the half way mark. 

The fishes that remained the sea gave rise new 
species and developed underwater perfection, occupy- 
ing all depths the sea. The sharks ruled the sea 
until about 200 million B.C., then with years inade- 
quate food they developed underneath jaws which 
enabled them forage the mud. With the return 
the bony fishes, years plenty arrived and the sharks 
had change again take advantage this new food. 
Those that did not change became the rays and skates. 
The bony fishes became the real owners the sea. 
the deepest dark regions they are monstrous looking 
creatures possessing some type illuminating appa- 
ratus, and sharp needle-like teeth. Other animals are 
found here well. 

Time periods and fossil reports are importance 
the reader. This readable, interesting, informative 
book which could recommended anyone inter- 


ested life the sea. 
Joseph Evans, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


DeKruif, Paul Man Against Insanity 
Harcourt, Brace. Mar. 15,1957. 246p. $3.95. 


Everyone has heard the new tranquillizer and stimu- 
lant drugs now being used against mania and depres- 
sion; and this book should strike rich field public 
curiosity. popular presentation the effects 
these drugs especially written for the general reader. 


Just how about popularizing such subject must 
have presented Mr. DeKruif difficult prlobem the 
beginning, but has certainly solved it. His work 
reads like detective fiction. His method was build 
the whole story these drugs around the life Dr. 
John Ferguson, resident physician Michigan’s Tra- 
verse City Hospital for the Insane. The life story 
this doctor example his own specialty, for 
went through all the stages insanity, including soli- 
tary confinement. His interest the lives insane 
people began with himself, and finally specialized 
this field. All the methods and stages treatment 
for the insane are described, and all have been tried 


Best 


various times Dr. Ferguson—confinement, psychiatry, 
surgery, and finally the “miracle drugs,” Serpasil and 
Ritalin. more less put forth conclusion 
that insanity chemical and can cured these 
drugs. The only criticism against the book 
made this point and comes this reviewer from 
practicing psychiatrist, who says that the case for these 
drugs exaggerated. his eagerness, Mr. DeKruif 
has overstated the value these drugs. Otherwise 
the book may generally recommended adults; and, 
indeed, for its interesting studies the insane, should 
accomplish much good dispelling popular prejudices 
against the mentally disturbed and enlarging public 
understanding and tolerance them. 


Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Lombardi, Riccardo (S.J.) 
Salvation the Unbeliever 
Newman. Nov. 30, 1956. 376p. $5.00. 


Father Lombardi attacks thoroughly scholarly way 
the perennial discomfort which aroused every 
thoughtful Christian St. Paul’s words, 
faith not possible please God.” professes 
originality not solution the problem but ap- 
proach. The characteristic his approach 
hensiveness. There presented finely detailed 
analysis all the intellectual assents that are required 
for salvation together with examination their uni- 
versal possibility. This treated the light the 
preliminary question the type certainty necessary 
for the preambles faith. The basic question here 
whether faith must built well-founded certainty 
the fact revelation whether purely relative 
certainty suffices. The author accepts this latter 
native. While would better for all men 
assured the fact revelation infallible arguments, 
the author says that apparently God has not made this 
matter life death and consequently firm sub- 
jective conviction suffices. This stand also opens the 
door, the author’s estimation, legitimate appeal 
the influence Christian and Hebrew revelation 
even outside Christianity and Hebraism, and the 


influence the original revelation which may 


petuated even today the most diverse religions. 


While seeking strictly dogmatic solution the 
problem unbelief and the necessity faith, Fr. 
Lombardi’s primary concern with the missionaries 
and apologists who must face the serious problem 
salvation the flesh and blood the human beings 
among whom they labor. 


This not book that one can master cursory 
perusal. However, the person who actively con- 
cerned (and every sincere Christian must be) will find 
this book thorough presentation the problems, 
the solutions suggested the past and solution which 
the author professes that will perhaps make more in- 
telligible for many people the other horn the dilem- 
ma—God desires all men saved. 


Edward Sponga, S.J., Ph.D., 
Dean, Graduate School, 
University Scranton 
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Cavanagh, John M.D. 

Fundamental Marriage Counseling 
Bruce. Feb. 598p. $8.00. 
Dr. Cavanagh, with the aid three medical doctors, 
professor sociology, judge and four priests, has 
made very valuable contribution the field mar- 
riage counseling this book which presents with ad- 
mirable completeness the Catholic viewpoint. Much, 
not all, the material may found other books, 
but Dr. Cavanagh and his competent contributors, 
specialists their fields, have brought the contents 
many books between one set book covers. 
The five sections the book are concerned with the 
biological and sexual aspects marriage, fertility, the 
social and religious aspects marriage. bibliography, 
glossary and index make their special contributions 
the worth this book which mar- 
riage counselors, married and engaged couples. 

Trundle, 
University Scranton 


Kendrick, Sir Thomas The Lisbon Earthquake 
Lippincott. Feb. 27,1957. 255p. $4.00. 

The title this book seems something mis- 
nomer. The Lisbon earthquake 1755 only peg 
which hung survey the religious and philo- 
sophical mind the late century with regard 
natural disasters. According the author, the 
leaders thought that age just could not make 
their minds whether earthquake was natural event 
“like lightning,” special warning punishment 
meted out God. Not that the various individuals 
seemed doubt—nearly everyone who spoke, spoke 
dogmatically; but the total picture was one con- 
fusion. One Jansenist preacher, for instance, blamed 
the earthquake the fact that had arisen 
Portugal. 


The author director and principal librarian the 
British Museum. seems trying objective 
and impartial, even though one gets the impression 
that more amused than sympathetic toward 
the gropings the age. The reaction thinkers and 
speakers, (not always the same thing, any means), 
various beliefs get somewhat superficial treatment, 
which inevitable short book. Jansenism and 
Molinism, Malagrida and Pombal ,the latter’s attitude 
toward the Jesuits, are some the subjects viewed, 
briefly and askance. The book “raises quite few 
questions,” say the publishers; and might add “and 
gives answers.” feeling that, underneath all 
the scholarship involved, the book really plea for 
scepticism; has all the cynic flavor Vol- 
taire’s Candide, which was product pretty much 
the same era the actual Lisbon earthquake. 

James Ball, S.J., 

Buffalo, New York 


CLUE-WORKS 


John Coppinger, Elmhurst, 
Contributing Editor 
Graaf, Peter Give the Devil His Due 
Mill-Morrow. Mar. 27,1957. 263p. $2.95. 
This the American debut young British writer 
who has created anomaly: American ex-gangster 


Cavanagh Kendrick Graaf Berkman Garve Coxe 


practicing private eye London. That’s amus- 
ing premise which promises interesting developments. 
And Graaf comes through with study seedy be- 
havior which makes one wonder about the staid and 
respectable British. This particular cast includes Joe 
Dust, the hero; Inspector Hebden, Yard man with 
sense humor; Charlie Cadet, prince the under- 
world with psychotic liking for playing judge; Shirley 
Oswicz, unadulterated pagan, and host other 
strange ones. But, give the writer his due, tells 
rip-roaring story which slight credibility but 
long entertainment. But it’s not for the immature. 


Berckman, Evelyn The Blind Villain 
Dodd, Mead. Mar. 10,1957. 214p. $2.95. 


This reviewer has the highest admiration for Evelyn 
Berkman: with the most absurd gimmicks she cranks 
out her Gothic mysteries for the public. And Dodd 
Mead makes dollar her books, more power 
them. This particular blancmange has two sisters 
fighting for their father’s estate. Before the final bell 
there are two deaths, love-at-first-sight romance which 
doesn’t end marriage, weirdly unbelievable 
anachronistic disease, and old and creaky house. 
Evidently there large segment mystery fans 
whom this cup tea flavorsome dish. Well— 
take tea and see! 


Garve, Andrew The Megstone Plot 
Harper. Mar. 25,1957. 182p. $3.95. 


This melodrama—it isn’t really mystery—is only one 
more indication the preoccupation the English 
intellectual with the phenomena known the McLean 
case, (the sudden flight the two British government 
bureaucrats Moscow). least three books have 
been written the subject; undoubtedly more will 
produced. The reason: the intrigue and motivation 
behind the choice such course action: the 
deliberate turning the back and mind from democ- 
racy communism. any curious and thoughtful 
observer such choice challenges and provokes the 
imagination. 


Andrew Garve has tackled this fascinating idea with 
variation that worth some attention and interest. His 
hero (?) Chris Easton, engaged secret government 
research. the prompting his mistress con- 
cocts scheme whereby will “stage” seeming de- 
fection and flight. will actually into hiding and 
emerge the innocent victim slander and libel. 
will sue his detractors, win damages, and live 
pleasurably his legal gains. 


This the basic plot action. Garve does fair job 
dressing but never achieves penetration 
character. Instead, dissipates challenging oppor- 
tunity and gives the reader second-rate melodrama. 


Coxe, Harmon Murder Their Minds 
Knopf. Mar. 24,1957. 215p. $2.95. 


For over twenty years George Harmon Coxe has been 
entertaining mystery fans all over the world. who 
can argue with success? Still, the machine-made pro- 
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Carnac Bartlett Carson Conrad Crane 


duct produces seems, consistently, lack the mark 
quality which less prolix author can often create. 


Once again have Kent Murdock, news photographer. 
This time becomes enmeshed double murder 
and family scandal. And, usual, comes 
with the murderer the next the last page, (al- 
though attentive reader can spot the murderer 
the first part the story). Coxe has been screen- 
writer; has sold and radio. These media 
require emphasis dialogue. So, the talk Coxe’s 
mysteries are always glib and fluid. Not necessarily 
interesting, just glib and fluid. 


Carnac, Carol The Late Miss Trimming 
Doubleday. 189p. $2.95. 

looked though the angular, dour and dowdy old 
serving woman long devoted Adrian Delafield, 
retired and invalid painter once famous and prosperous, 
had fallen down the stairs and broken her neck acci- 
dentally. But there was that tantalizing mystery the 
missing plasterer who had been working the house 
and who seemed have disappeared. The whole 
place was locked and bolted the inside, there 
had been murder done, how did the murderer get out? 
This leisurely and rather slow paced detective 
yarn; and the practiced reader will have spotted the 
guilty one early on. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


book Specially Recommended 
Indicates book Recommended 


Bartlett, Ruth 
Illustrated the author. 
$2.75. 

The fascinating story ants, related trained ob- 
server their habits. The similarities between their 
“civilization” and that humans adroitly demon- 
strated without attributing rationality the insects. 
Their physical development, marriage flight, processes 
home building, obtaining food, raising hundreds 
babies, and protecting the queen, are described clear 
detail. Their adverse behavior (i.e., thievery and ruth- 
lessness) not glossed over but presented objec- 
tively. Interesting sidelights, such the probability 
that the manna which saved the children Israel was 
really the honeydew produced aphids (“ant 
pick the narrative when danger lagging. 
Outstanding feature the final chapter which instructs 
collecting ants, building homes for them glass 
containers and watching their habits, thus introducing 
the reader new hobby. Numerous black and white 
drawings clarify the text, especially the chapters de- 
voted the anatomy and engineering abilities the 
ant. 


The book has surprising interest and appeal for even 
the due the simple style and en- 
thusiasm the author. Although some scientific 
terms are used, they not impair the easy flow the 
story for average 10-14-year-old. will make 


Insect Engineers 


Morrow. Apr. 17, 1957. 128p. 


helpful contribution any school collection, combin- 
ing does both informational accuracy and popular 


style. 

Marian Milk, 

Department Librarianship, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 

Carson, John Floorburns 
Farrar. Apr. 15,1957. 220p. $3.00. (Ariel Books) 


The theme egotistic basketball player whose first 
concern keeping count his score and who has 
learn team play the hard way not original new. 
And must admitted that this particular basketball 
player, Les Beach, had good many fine people 
intercede for him and help him see the light. But 
that was because beneath his aggressive surface they 
could see the neglected boy from Shacktown who could 
make basketball perform other team member 
could, and who could spark his team win the retiring 
coach’s first sectional tournament. Some other tried 
and true changes are rung: the gambler who wants 
game thrown, the hero-worshiping sick boy, the girl 
friend who see Les’ better nature when few others can, 
the no-good father who braces save his son, the 
minister who preaches and him. Nevertheless, 
the theme capably handled, the floor plays well de- 
scribed, and the pace breathless. 


Conrad, Sybil Enchanted Sixteen 
Velma Mar. 1957. 219p. 
2.75. 


light little story about inveterate daydreamer who 
worked successively romances with her English 
teacher, established artist, and Yale man—all 
her imagination. Meanwhile her faithful Buzz, the 
high school football captain, was left high and dry 
prom night, and her best friends alienated thereby. 
job for the summer babysitter stabilized Connie’s 
thinking and affections. Frothy but essentially sound. 
Girl readers will probably like better the second half 
the book which Connie proves herself, finds Jim, 
and discovers she intends become kindergarten 
teacher. 


Crane, Florence Gypsy Secret 
Random House. Mar. 25,1957. 245p. $2.95. 

keep his promise her dead mother, Randy’s gypsy 
father takes her from the Chicago slums Calhoun 
County farmer’s home near the clan’s camp- 
ing grounds. While the farmer kind and 
standing, his women folk make life hard for the 
year-old girl. Fortunately, Senator and Mrs. Lansing 
become interested Randy, and the Senator’s younger 
brother even more so. The girl rides the Senator’s 
horse victory, saves the animal from blazing stable, 
and learns she the farmer’s granddaughter. highly 
romantic tale which strains credulity several places 
and the characters which 
Genuinely interesting, however, the gypsy background 
lightly sketched in. 
accompanies the story. 


brief glossary gypsy words 
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Aprit 15, 1957 Ferris Havighurst Icenhower Latham MacDonald Marshall 
Helen (comp.) Jean Lee This Dear-Bought Land 
Girls, Girls, Girls; Stories Love, Courage Jacob Landau. Harper. Mar. 20, 1957. 246p. 


and the Quest for Happiness 


Watts. Mar. 1957. $3.00. (Terrific Triple Title 


series) 

Fifteen short stories unusual vitality, variety and 
sound realism, which cover the problems adolescent 
girls are likely face, think they do. Some are 
light tone, some sombre; one pictures outstanding 
courage and resourcefulness. Racial integration the 
theme another. Four five the authors are 
“name” writers. All are understanding and sympa- 
thetic. Girls should like them very much. 


Marion Boyd Strange Island 
World. 219p. map. $2.75. 

One hundred and fifty years ago, Aaron Burr planned 
seize Mexico and establish new empire the 
Southwest, which should include certain western states 
the Union. Financial backer for the plan and victim 
Burr’s devious persuasiveness was Harman Blenner- 
hassett, gentle, wealthy Anglo-Irish colonist-scholar- 
scientist who with his family lived 
landscaped island the Ohio River, near Marietta. 
Caught the plans for the expedition, told here, 
are the fictitious characters, 16-year-old Faith Arnold 
(through whose eyes follow the exciting, destruc- 
tive events), the boy Henry Gates, and the young man 
James Montgomery, both love with Faith. Deftly 
told, the sorry story makes clear the honest intent 
the cultured Blennerhassetts and the deceitful, greedy 
ambition the Burr contingent. The man-faceted de- 
tails the conspiracy are neatly woven into the plot, 
without over-burdening it, and primary interest remains 
with the personalities who make the story move. 
wholesome, positive story about one small segment 
our history which often passed over high school 
texts, but which rich human interest details. 


Icenhower, Joseph 
Submarine Rendezvous; Pacific Adventure 


World War 
Mar. 182p. map. $2.95. 


Sixteen-year-old Ben Scott whose father’s submarine 
has been reported missing entrusted with getting out 
Manila the outbreak the war one Dr. Benson, 
famous botanist whose knowledge plant life 
expected ensure the survival American jungle 
troops. There follow dangerous encounters with Jap- 
anese patrols, flight shaky private plane, contact 
with and hospitality from band Moros whose 
chief takes the Japanese and with considerable help 
from Ben wipes out encampment. Happily, the sub- 
marine which removes Ben and Dr. Benson from the 
little island commanded Ben’s father. The author 
Navy captain and former submarine commander. 
His book contains enough action satisfy the most 
jaded reader. Ben proves unusually noble-minded 
and capable for adolescent, and the scientist unbe- 
safety, that’s the plot. Perhaps more important ques- 
tion might whether there much point reviving 
this stage the war-time hatreds against people now 
our allies. 


Winston. 


Released time for the 350th anniversary the 
founding Jamestown this story 15-year-old 
Davy Warren’s small part the Virginia colony’s 
high hopes, bitter disappointments and patient suffer- 
ings. Central figure, around which Davy’s thoughts 
and the colony’s activities center, Captain John Smith. 
The author has done excellent job presenting the 
latter complex individual, and even better job 
showing the various types men—some upright and 
hardworking, others weaklings, rascals and thieves— 
who had part the colony’s early years. The social 
picture the times well conveyed, too. And, with- 
out preachments, the debt all America owes these 
hardy, long-suffering pioneers who paid for the land 
with deprivation and very often with death all too 
plain. “It wasn’t free Captain Smith says. 
“It was dear-bought. But have paid the price.” 
Her latest book par with the former Newberry 
medal winner’s best. 


MacDonald, Zillah and Johnson, Josie 
Roxanne, Industrial Nurse 
Messner. Mar. 25,1957. 192p. $2.95. 


Returning the formula which made her Marcia, 
Private Secretary successful, the author combines voca- 
tional information with mystery story and comes out 
with crisp, clean-cut tale graduate nurse who left 
hospital practice for job assistant nurse the 
medical department sugar refining company. Busy 
Roxanne was with the daily occupational accidents 
incurred the workers, she still had time discover 
the reason for the youthful general manager’s unpopu- 
larity and the cause for the rising accident rate. 
author’s note explains that her collaborator regis- 
tered nurse and teacher big eastern school 
nursing, hence that all nursing procedures described 
are those either current projected use. The nurs- 
ing picture outlined seems sound; the socially import- 
ant activities huge industry, including research, 
seem real and informative well. But Roxanne’s 
suspenseful activities, including her romance with the 
young general manager, which will probably rate the 
highest approbation from the young girl reader. 


Marshall, Catherine 


Decorations Harper Johnson. 
1957. $3.00. 

Blessed with good home and wise parents, Julie 
Brownell never guessed until she reached high school 
that the color her skin could make difference 
her life. Then, ignored childhood friends, cut off 
from full participation school activities, excluded 
from school parties, and thwarted her chance for 
part-time job, she was hurt deeply. But, thanks her 
father, she did not reject the family philosophy that 
forgive, forget and keep trying friendly would 
eventually open doors her kind, more readily than 
would the aggressive escapist tactics some her 
Negro friends. was her musical talent which helped 
Julie her own problems and would, she hoped, help 
her race, too. 


Julie’s Heritage 
Longmans. Mar. 20, 
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Noble Meigs Norton Person Potter 


Written with restraint and understanding, the book 
presents fairl the problems integration, and should 
make the high school conscious the hurt that exclu- 
sion causes. Though the surface the author might 
seem pleading for full and immediate integration, 
she also subtly and quietly suggesting that Negroes 
can happy and accomplish results this stage 
working and with their own group, taking friendly 
part white activities opportunity arises, without 
attempting force the issue. 

Frances Dowling, 

Dunmore High School, 

Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Noble, Iris Pulitzer, Front Page Pioneer 
Messner. Mar. 25,1957. 191p. $2.95. 

factually packed account the famous editor and 
publisher who colored and shaped modern American 
journalism and whose influence still felt the school 
journalism established and the Pulitzer Awards 
created. His tremendous energy, passion for full, 
exact information, fearlessness championing labor 
and the tax payer, and admiration for democratic ways 
took him all the way from the penniless state 
17-year-old Hungarian immigrant, imported fight 
for the Union cause the Civil War, multi-mil- 
lionaire status and ownership two powerful news- 
papers capable fighting corruption and influencing 
presidential elections. Though blindness struck him 
down middle age and The World which his last 
testament was supposed live forever was sold shortly 
after his death, his life was many respects in- 
spiration young readers. The author catches her 
pages something the furious pace which lived, 
relieving frequent intervals with freely supplied 
dialog. One point remains confusing: are told 
was reared Catholic because his German mother 
wished so; that was married the Episcopal 
Church the Epiphany, Washington, and, 
many pages later, that was Jewish-Catholic. 
other mention made his religious beliefs prac- 
tices. Unmentioned, also, his non-eligibility the 
post occupied representative the Lower House 
Missouri. Full justice, however, paid the contest 
yellow journalism betwen Pulitzer and Hearst. There 
bibliography sources, but index. Very read- 
able and informative. 


Wild Geese Flying 


Meigs, Cornelia 
Mar. 19, 1957. 


Illustrated Charles Geer. Macmillan. 
194p. $2.75. 

The Miltons loved the big white house Vermont 
which their grandfather had left them. Twelve-year- 
old Dick, though man the family while his scientist 
father was South America, revelled the great 
outdoors and the beautiful little lake nearby, the run- 
away bull and the running deer, the wild geese and 
blue heron. Roddy, younger brother, made the village 
headlines with the printing press purchased 
auction. only the people were not 
unfriendly, making even Mother, Bella and Anne feel 
unwelcome. Why Jefferson townsfolk acted strange- 
ly, how the mystery was solved, all the adventuresome 
happenings that led it, and the interesting, odd 


Best 


characters make entertaining, exciting reading for 10- 
Colorful descriptions and expressive 
illustrations portray vividly the beauty the New 
England countryside and happy family life. 

Sister Emma, SS.C.M., 

St. Joseph Junior High School, 

Pennsylvania 


Norton, Alice 
Star Born; André Norton (pseud.) 
World. Mar. 11,1957. 212p. $2.75. 


fulfill requirements for admission adult the 
Council Free Men, young Dalgard Nordis sets off 
his man-journey exploration, gather and extend 
their information about the planet Astra, the colony’s 
new home. With him his furry-skinned merman 
companion, Sssuri, member race formerly enslaved 
Those Others, one time masters the planet until 
their own wars caused their downfall. Those Others 
still survive and are now trying recover the remnants 
their civilization order regain control over the 
planet. Through intricate and frightening passage- 
ways, exercising telepathic communication between 
man, merman and fauna, Dalgard and Sssuri reach 
the citadel Those Others, and clash with them. 
Dalgard captured, thanks aid from space men 
lately arrived from Terra. One the latter crew, sus- 
pecting the intentions Those Others, frees Dalgard 
and together the two discover the bond existing beween 
their peoples. Imaginative minds high school, fan- 
tasy addicts particularly, will find this engrossing 
not always easy reading. 
Frances Dowling 


Person, Tom New Dreams for Old 
Longmans. Mar. 20,1957. 184p. $2.75. 


thoughtful story white and Negro relations which 
does not suggest integration but nevertheless shows 
both groups adjusting mid-century conditions. Laid 
the Mississippi delta country, the story concerns the 
effort Caroline Howard carry during her 
father’s illness the work the big cotton plantation 
which had been the family for generations. And 
the interference with her pickers dishonest city 
feller. All which was frustrated the action 
the young man the adjoining plantation who, al- 
cided the land called him too strongly. This not 
tale magnolias and moonlight, though lightly 
handled. Rather, one which the loyalties and 
problems both white and Negro are fairly presented, 
the odds any going the whites. Nevertheless, 
makes clear how imperative that the Negro 
educated and permitted exercise his right eco- 
nomic freedom. There pleasant romance, and the 
characters, lightly sketched in, are believable and 
post-high school age. 


Elephant Bridge 
Viking. Mar. 1957. 


Potter, Jeffrey 
Illustrated Roberta Moynihan. 
94p. $2.50. 


Burma was war but Maung Po, being much too 


young, was not allowed join the young men fighters. 
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Since the idea staying with the women, old people 
and children did not appeal him, set off one night 
himself. Instead the army, however, met 
with elephant herd. Little little, learned 
understand the beasts almost well people. 
ate, drank, and slept with them, and came know their 
ways and whims. The information about elephants 
thus imparted gives this otherwise simple account 
small boy’s adventures the jungle added value. 
few Burmese words and their meanings are injected 
here and there. Even very young readers, perhaps also 
non-readers, will attracted Roberta Moynihan’s 
excellent illustrations almost every other page. 


Sister Emma, SS.C.M. 


Mari The Horsecatcher 
Westminster. Mar. 25,1957. 192p. $2.75. 

With sensitive understanding Indian psychology, 
thorough knowledge his ways, and rich, colorful 
backdrop the natural setting which lived, the 
author depicts a-typical Cheyenne youth who 
shrinks from killing any kind. spite the pain 
his decision brings his warrior father, the boy rejects 
the life young brave and elects instead catch 
and tame the beautiful wild horses that range the 
prairies and hills. His search for the horses, their cap- 
ture and taming, his contacts with other tribes and 
brushes with enemy braves, and unselfish services 
his own group, eventually bring him place honor 
the tribe. Good action, excellent atmosphere and 
clean-cut characterization. 


Sattley, Helen Shadow Across the Campus 
Dodd. Mar. 18,1957. 246p. $2.75. 


The mystery lover may pick this book thinking 
another detective story. Not so. The “shadow” the 
snobbishness college sororities whose membership 
Jewish students are not welcome. When three high 
school friends entered Northwestern University, good 
part their pleasant anticipation lay the certainty 
joining sorority. One failed because her Jewish 
origins. One thereupon withdrew. The third met the 
challenge quietly. The author writes well and gives 
assortment engaging college girls who react nor- 
mally the problems and mild romances first year 
new school. addition, get intimation that 
sororities are not important they once were and 
may even less important the future. The Du- 
Jardin and Cavanna fans will enjoy the book and may 
profit from its undisguised but not preachy lesson 
unselfishness and high ideals. 


Sister Angelisse, 
West Side Central Catholic S., 


Kingston, Pennsylvania 


Katherine 
Illustrated Anthony Ravielli. 
220p. $3.50. 

Any book this author compelling presentation 
and significant choice data. This exception. 
She traces the practice and slow growth medical 
knowledge from the Sumerians, Egyptians, Aesculapius, 


Men Medicine 
Viking. Apr. 1957. 


Sandoz Sattley Shippen Standard Catalog for High School Libraries 


Galen, Nestorious the heretic, through the Renaissance, 
and all the way Fleming and Florey penicillin 
fame. The second half the book, dealing does 
with medical progress from the 18th century on, has 
been many times and many ways presented for young 
people’s reading. While capably handled, this section 
not compelling. the overview developed 
the first nine chapters, primitive and early medi- 
cine, which fascinating, even though the writer’s 
sympathy toward mediaeval attitudes not noticeable. 


(Just once, when reading mediaeval dependence 
upon authority and the Church’s adverse attitude to- 
ward scientific thinking, would pleasant come 
upon writer who has heard the 15th-century cardi- 
nal Nicolaus Cusa. was who warned tiny 
volume that was time supplement assumption and 
postulation with experiment and experience. His book 
has been called first clear clarion call scientific 
approach,” and may now found the John Crerar 
Library, Chicago.) 


Men Medicine, find lively writing, well sum- 
marized details and occasional personal item about 
individuals, all which make good reading. Indexed. 


Standard Catalog for High School Libraries; 1957 
Supplement the Sixth Edition, 1952, with 
Catholic Supplement 

Wilson. Mar. 1957. 124p. basis. 

This the final annual supplement the sixth edition. 
new, seventh, edition will published about June 
first. The main section the 1957 annual contains 
269 books fully entered, and over half again many 
(145) entered notes. Among the latter are some 
very good titles interest Catholic schools, few 
which were earlier listed the Catholic Supple- 
ment. (Altogether, about ten such titles have moved 
over the main section, this annual.) striking 
omission from the main section this year the pam- 
phlet material formerly included. Librarians whose 
limited funds compel them supply information, how- 
ever inadequate, from these inexpensive sources may 
regret this decision. 


the Catholic Supplement are books fully entered, 
noted, and six pamphlets listed. general, these 
represent age range 12-16 years, though about 
books are for mature readers. Nine are indicated for 
junior high. The latter, together with certain others 
not marked (notably “Vision Books”) may used 
the upper elementary grades, fact which Catholic 
elementary school librarians lacking standard list may 
glad know. good quota standard authors 
represented the Catholic Supplement, 1957. There 
stand out, for example, Marguerite Angeli, Jim 
Bishop, Helen Homan, Charles Brady, Louis Wohl, 
Theodore Maynard, Father LaFarge, Daniel-Rops, and 
Father John Tracy Ellis, not speak one Caius 
Julius Caesar excellent modern translation. Dark 
horses among the new writers are Hendry Peart, Philip 
Rush, Meriol Trevor, Mary Harris and Stella Weaver. 


Librarians can use this tool with full confidence that 
the books listed have been carefully evaluated com- 
petent, experienced librarians. The annotations, stars 
for first purchase, and cataloging information add its 


value and utility. The busy teacher-librarian whose 
time has been appreciably conserved the complete 
cataloging information provided may use that time 
good advantage giving extra service her pupils. 


Sister Victor, R.S.M., 
Our Lady Mercy Academy, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


Todd, Mary Fidelis Song the Dove 
the author. Kenedy. Mar. 28, 1957. 187p. 
2.95. 


Here inspiring story little girl named Zoé 
Laboure who, after her mother’s death and her sister’s 
becoming nun, keeps house for her father. Zoé’s 
devotion her tasks she struggles overcome the 
opposition her father her religious vocation 
realistically told. The descriptions Our Lady’s ap- 
pearance her during novitiate are vivid and easily 
visualized, while the manner which Sister Catherine 
carries out the Lady’s mission spread devotion 
through the Miraculous Medal portrayed one 
strength and humility. delightful story for grade 
and high school, which the author’s illustrations 
color make definite contribution. 


Sister Angelisse, I.H.M. 


Vance, Marguerite Secret Star 


Dutton. Mar. 29,1957. 249p. $2.75. 

Cinderella story which will mighty popular with 
girls. Prudence Trudhue, 14, newly orphaned and 
pounds overweight, went live with her austere grand- 
mother who had been alienated her son’s marriage 
famous actress. the chilly New England com- 
munity which Pru found herself, only one family 
was friendly. Recognizing her exquisite speaking voice 
and hidden potentialities for beauty, they brought 
New York drama critic witness the school play 
which she had the lead. was the critic who advised 
her about the extra weight and who year later put 
her touch with producer. Success was meteoric 
and complete. spite the unlikely elements the 
story (chief which her mother’s failure any- 
thing about that unpleasant fat) girls will appreciate 
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Best 


other facets: the girl’s good sense, her generosity with 
and consideration for others, her drive, and faithful- 
ness. may suggest them that problems are solved 
doing something about them. 


White, Dale 
Illustrated Dorothy Bayley Morse. 
285p. $2.75. 

was anxious pick some the gold with which 
Californy was strewn 1852, was anxious get 
away from the malarial air the Missouri River, 
the whole family joined wagon train led hand- 
some Jed Green, the South Pass scout. When got 
hurt and took pneumonia, Ellen and 
capably assumed charge. They suffered the usual vicis- 
situdes—though must admitted the food was 
plentiful and surprisingly varied for trail cooking. They 
found gold the streets mines California, but 
they made more singing the camps than did the 
men who wielded pick and shovel. pleasant story 
but bit roseate its picture trail life, young love, 
and fortunate landing-on-one’s-feet. 


Leonard 

Kevin O’Connor and the Light Brigade 
Farrar. Feb. 25,1957. 186p. $2.75. (Ariel Books) 
Irish boy, 17-years-old and evicted with his mother 
because lacks four shillings the rent, persuaded 
take part plot murder the landlord. The 
attack failed, young Kevin joins the Hussars, only 
find the hated landlord company commander. 
takes part the ill-fated Charge the Light Brigade 
and while prisoner the Russians afterward recovers 
the Foggy Dew, huge black opal which 200 years 
earlier had been his family and had been carried 
Russia ancestor who like himself was escaping 
English brutality. The excellent historical background 
the Siege Balaclava frankly based upon Cecil 
Woodham-Smith’s The Reason Why, which the author 
recommends that young people read for themselves. 
lively story, realistic its details except for the 
black opal motif. That handled skillfully, how- 
ever, that does not jar. Good values, good story- 
telling, and good history. 


The Singing Boones 
Viking. Apr. 1957, 


Entered Second-Class Matter 
Scranton, Penna. 
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